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Dear Readers,

Since the last edition of our newsletter, the global market is now facing new

and difficult trials. Although the pandemic is still far from over, the most critical

phase seems to have been overcome.

The post-pandemic economy must address different issues. The abilities of

individual countries to re-establish and create new routes for international

trade has been put to the test. A new wave of regionalism has also emerged.

In addition, this frail path to recovery has been challenged by geo-political

tensions in Eastern Europe and Asia, and namely by the many economic

implications of the current situation in Ukraine.

Inflation, partly a consequence of the recovery plans across the globe, has

had negative effects on this recovery. The concerns about the supply chain, as

well as the high cost in inter-continental logistics, are not yet solved.

The need to secure a supply chain and a continuous presence in competitive

markets have forced companies to adapt through the establishment of smart



capabilities and the relocation of partial production of services. Nearshoring

has become a most pressing consideration in terms of manufacturing.

We continue to witness the trend towards a more intense integration within the

North American market. This trend implies new business opportunities for

manufacturers that are now able to supply products previously acquired in

more distant areas.

Technology is at the centre of the integration of the North American

manufacturing industry. Technology allows companies to enhance production

capabilities and to address new requirements, challenges, and opportunities,

such as location, availability, environmental and labour concerns, etc.

2022 has also witnessed the beginning of a new and intense wave of activities

to interact with different economic actors through trade shows, conferences,

and summits both in person and virtually.

The trade events taking place in Italy in 2022 include The Innovation Alliance

(Ipack Ima, Green Plast, Intra Logistica, Print4All), Macfrut, Lamiera,

Autopromotec, Metef Foundeq, Bimu, Xylexpo, Marmomacc, Tecna, Eima,

SIMEI, and Interpoma. Next, events within North America include: Fitma,

WMS, Expo Manufactura, Castexpo, Top Glass, Plastimagen, Fabtech

(Canada, Mexico, USA editions), Glasstech, IMTS, Glassbuild America,

Packexpo.

In 2022 Machines Italia is also hosting several Italian technology solution

providers at various trade shows such as Expo Pack Mexico, Fundiexpo

Mexico, PackExpo USA, CIHAC Mexico.

We will also be hosting entrepreneurial delegation visits to Italian shows

throughout the year.



My colleagues and I, at the Italian Trade Commission North American offices,

hope to engage with you in our activities and invite you to visit our Machines

Italia site to learn more about Italian technology and our upcoming events.

Giovanni Luca Atena

Italian Trade Commissioner – Mexico

FOCUS

THE ITALIAN NATIONAL RECOVERY AND

RESILIENCE PLAN

The European Union, and its members, have launched an unprecedented

action to address the difficulties and hardships resulting from the Pandemic.

This action is known as the European Union Recovery Instrument (EURI)
also known as Next Generation EU, and is worth €750 billion (half in the form

of grants, the other half, as low interest loans).

The Italian Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP) is born under the

framework of the EURI and includes all its allocation under the Recovery and
Resilience Facility (RRF), that amounts to €191,5 billion, and represents

10,7% of the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) in 2019. The plan is to

be completed by 2026. Further, €30.6 billion will be funded through the

Complementary Fund by the Italian government.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-budgets-budg/file-european-union-recovery-instrument#:~:text=The%20European%20Commission%20put%20forward,MFF%20worth%20%E2%82%AC1.1%20trillion.
http://www.mef.gov.it/en/focus/The-National-Recovery-and-Resilience-Plan-NRRP/#:~:text=The%20Recovery%20and%20Resilience%20Plan,by%20Italian%20Decree%2DLaw%20No.
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en


The RRP will focus on three strategic areas that are part of the European

aims:

a) digitalization and innovation;

b) ecological transition, and

c) social inclusion.

The main objective is, therefore, to repair the economic and social structure

damaged by the pandemic. The plan will partially contribute to reducing Italian

territorial, generational and gender gaps.

The RRP has been divided into 6 specific missions:

1. Digitalization, innovation, competitiveness, culture. Aimed at

promoting Italy’s digital transformation, production innovation and

supporting two key sectors such as culture and tourism. Total digital

connection is expected by 2026 and includes fast connection and

optical lines, among other actions.

 

2. Green Revolution and Ecological Transition, aiming to improve the

sustainability and resilience of the economic system and ensuring a fair

and inclusive environmental transition. Recycling is one of the main

actions, but also includes efficient construction and non-waste of water

resources.

 

3. Infrastructure for Sustainable Mobility. Its primary objective is the

development of a modern, sustainable transport infrastructure extended

to all areas of the country, including green ports, and enhancing train

connections.

 



4. Education and Research to strengthen the education system, digital

and technical-scientific skills, research, and technology transfer.

Includes the creation of nurseries, transforming classrooms into

connected learning environments, the renovations of schools, and

promotion of new PhD.

5. Inclusion and Cohesion to facilitate labour market participation,

through training, strengthen active labour market policies and foster

social inclusion. It also includes actions such as women

entrepreneurship, infrastructural investment for Special Economic

Zones, and support for people in conditions of vulnerability.

6. Health, designed to strengthen local prevention and health services,

modernising and digitising the health system and ensuring equal access

to care. It includes actions such as home care for 10% of people aged

65 or more. Community homes and hospitals, new local operation

centres for remote assistance, plus investment in large new pieces of

equipment for diagnosis and care.

 

The RRP comprises a programme of reforms to allow for better

implementation of the Plan, as well as to foster the country’s modernisation,

facilitating the development of business activities.

Some of the reforms considered are:

● Public administration reforms

● A justice reform to reduce the length of legal proceedings

● Simplification measures horizontal to the Plan, (permits and

authorisations and public procurement, to ensure the implementation

and maximum impact of investments)



● Reforms to promote competition as an instrument of social cohesion

and economic growth.

According to governmental calculations, RRP should have a positive impact

on the national economic outlook, to reach, by 2026, a rise by 3.6% GDP

higher in comparison to the baseline scenario that does not include the Plan.

The governance of the Plan envisages direct responsibility of Italian Ministries

and Local Governments for carrying out the investments and reforms.

The Italian government has created a website to know more about the RRP,

programme, aims and progression.

SUCCESS STORIES AND TESTIMONIALS

Solutecs: A Great Partner For Italian Food Technology

In Mexico
Founded by Casabella Arturo Fernandez and located in Mexico City, Mexico,

Solutecs has been representing Italian companies and technology for the food

processing, beverage and baking industry for more than 30 years. Solutecs

boasts a team of 14 well-trained experienced technicians and provides

turnkey sales and after-sales assistance including installation, maintenance

and spare parts across the country.

Solutecs’ reputation for high-quality, professionalism and reliability has gained

it the trust of world-class clients such as BIMBO, Pepsico and Mondalez.

Amongst Soutecs’ portfolio of brands from Italy, IMAForni, a manufacturer of

industrial ovens which is part of Germany’s GEA group, and COMAS

specialised in filling, capping and dosing equipment. Thanks to Solutecs

https://italiadomani.gov.it/en/home.html
http://solutecs.com.mx/
https://www.gea.com/en/food/bakery/index.jsp
http://www.comas-machines.com/


outstanding work, COMAS has been granted the status of official suppliers to

BIMBO’s operations in Mexico and elsewhere.

Solutecs is currently interested in expanding its portfolio of industrial

machinery and plants in the food & beverage sector, with micro-dosing

systems, macro-ingredient dosing, silo systems, palletizing and logistics

automation, and specific packaging for food products.

According to Rosa Eugenia Acevedo Quintero, Project Manager, at Solutecs,

since 2019 the food & beverage sector has been in a state of stagnation as

far as the purchase and renewal of industrial plants and machinery are

concerned. This is due, primarily, to political and economic uncertainties.

COVID-19 has further aggravated the situation, and only recently, in 2022,

there has been some improvements, with Mexican companies starting to plan

investments in equipment for early 2023.

Ms. Acevedo Quintero stresses that the most recent trend in the food

processing industry in Mexico is the need for automation, and particularly in

material handling and logistics. This need originated from some legislative

changes that mandated the improvement of working conditions in

manufacturing settings. Furthermore, Mexican manufacturers are increasingly

demanding technology and solutions to reduce the use and/or recover the

water in production processes.

When comparing Italian technology to German machines, Ms. Acevedo

Quintero claims: "Italian companies offer the same qualitative levels as the

German competitors in terms of plants and machinery, but in addition, almost

always, they have a better design, which certainly gives an added value, and

a lower cost. In the food & beverage sector, Brazil and Germany are the main

competitors of Italian machinery. Delivery times, for both machinery and parts,



remain weaker spots for Italian companies and particularly the long lead times

between purchase and the delivery.”.

For further information on Solutecs  contact Rosa Eugenia Acevedo Quintero

EVENTS & INITIATIVES

CANADA

MCE Expocomfort 2022 - Come And Get It!
The Italian Trade Commission - Canada and US network in partnership with

ANIMA, the confederation of associations representing Italy’s mechanical

industry, organized a delegation to MCE Expocomfort which took place in

Milan, Italy from March 8 to 11, 2022.

MCE is one of the world’s largest conferences and trade shows for industrial

and commercial HVAC, plumbing, refrigeration, renewable energy,

cogeneration technology and much more. More than 160,000 visitors, from 54

countries and 2,500 exhibitors usually attend this biennial trade event in Milan,

Italy.

Machines Italia and the Italian Trade Agency invited Canadian and US

importers/distributors of technology, large industrial, civil engineering firms,

large architectural firms, large specialized contractors (tier 1), big end-users,

mailto:proyectos@solutecs.com.mx
https://www.anima.it/
https://www.mcexpocomfort.it/en-gb/MCE.html
https://www.mcexpocomfort.it/en-gb/MCE.html


utilities, and energy management bodies to attend this year’s edition of the

event.

Canadian and US delegates were offered a round trip flight to Milan, 4-star

hotel accommodation, logistics, local transportation and VIP access to the

MCE 2022 trade show. Amongst the Canadian delegates there was Clément

Berthiaume, President, C.E. Berthiaume Technologies Inc. from Ottawa, ON

who was the lucky winner of the MCE Expocomfort 2022 contest prize raffled

off among the registered participants of the November 30th web presentation

of the show in partnership with Plumbing + HVAC magazine.

For further information on this initiative, contact toronto@ice.it for Canada can

while US inquiries can be sent to chicago@ice.it

Italian Tech Startups From Apulia To Showcase At Tech

Collision 2022

The Italian Trade Commission - ITA participated in Collision 2022 that took

place June 20-23, 2022 at the Enercare Centre in Toronto.

Billed as the “Olympics of Tech”, Collision is one of the fastest growing and

largest tech-conferences in the world with a whopping 25,000 attendees

participating from over 120 countries engaging for four days with some of the

greatest minds in technolog, featuring A-list speakers including Prime Minister

Justin Trudeau, producer and artist TIMBALAND and founder and CEO of

Medium, Ev Williams.

Collision is the North American edition of a global series of tech conferences

that include Web Summit (Europe) and RISE (Hong Kong).

http://www.mcexpocomfort.it
https://plumbingandhvac.ca/
mailto:toronto@ice.it
https://collisionconf.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=10333646152&utm_content=108455813688&utm_term=collision%202021&gclid=CjwKCAiAxKv_BRBdEiwAyd40N3GGEhu2ngjQ81McCKW3qNzrbnU56ezF7FqHuUqhbAhQaNA3YrS0thoC1T8QAvD_BwE
https://websummit.com/
https://riseconf.com/


For the first post-pandemic, hybrid edition, ITA partnered with Puglia Sviluppo,

the Economic Development Agency of the Apulia Region, to showcase some

of its most brilliant tech startups and promote the Southern Italian region’s

innovation ecosystem.

For further information on Italy’s high tech at Collision 2022, please contact

toronto@ice.it

SIGEP - The Dolce World Expo
SIGEP, the 43rd International Trade Show of Artisan Gelato, Pastry, Bakery

and the Coffee World took place from the 12th to the 16th of March 2022 at

the  - Rimini Expo Centre, in Rimini, Italy.

SIGEP is the leading trade fair for professional operators in the artisan gelato,

pastry, baking, and coffee sectors. It is an extraordinary showcase of

everything new and trendy in the four supply chains. Everything from raw

materials and ingredients, to equipment furnishings and services are on

display. What makes SIGEP a stand-out tradeshow are the international

contests, technical demos, seminars, and conferences that have always been

integral components to the event's success. They are perfect opportunities for

communication and exchange between companies, trade members, media,

and trade associations representing entire production chains and the sector's

opinion leaders.

Machines Italia and the Italian Trade Agency - ITA invited Canadian and US

importers, distributors of machinery and technology for commercial and

industrial operations to attend the show. Canadian and US delegates are

offered a round trip flight to Milan, 4 star hotel accommodation, logistics and

local transportation and VIP access to the MCE 2022 trade show.

https://www.pugliasviluppo.eu/it
https://en.sigep.it/


For further information on this initiative, please contact toronto@ice.it

MEXICO

EXPO PACK Mexico 2022
Expo Pack Mexico took place in Mexico City’s Expo Santa Fe fairground from

June 14th to 17th 2022. The show is the largest trade event for packaging

machinery and equipment in Mexico, with over 500 exhibitors stretched across

200 thousand square feet of floor space, and 25 thousand visitors expected at

this year’s edition.

Machines Italia and the Italian Trade Commission - Mexico attended Expo

Pack Mexico 2022 to promote Italian technology, provide assistance to North

American industry professionals, and support UCIMA, the Italian Packaging

Machinery Manufacturers' Association, and UCIMA member companies

exhibiting at the show.

For further information on the initiative, please contact messico@ice.it

Machines Italia Is Back At PLASTIMAGEN
PLASTIMAGEN, which occurred from March 8th to 11th, 2022, at the

Citibanamex Fair Ground in Mexico City, is the largest trade show for the

plastic processing industry in Latin America.

The figures of the first post-pandemic, in-person edition of the trade event are

solid: with an exhibition area of over 34,000 sq.m., 400+ exhibitors

representing 1,000 brands from 20 countries, and 13 international pavilions,

mailto:toronto@ice.it
http://www.expopackmexico.com.mx/
https://www.ucima.it/uc-en/
mailto:messico@ice.it
http://www.plastimagen.com.mx


including the National Association of Plastic Industries in Mexico (ANIPAC)

pavilion. The number of visitors, both local and international, is expected to

reach 22,000.

Machines Italia and the Italian Trade Commission - Mexico attended

PLASTIMAGEN 2022 to promote Italian technology, provide assistance to

North American industry professionals and to support AMAPLAST, the Italian

Plastics and Rubber Processing Machinery and Moulds Manufacturers'

Association, along with its member companies exhibiting at the show.

For further information on the initiative, please contact messico@ice.it

EXPOMAQ 2022
EXPOMAQ, which took place from June 22 to 24, 2022 at the Polifórum

Leónfair ground in Guanajuato, is one of Mexico’s most prominent trade

shows for machine tools, automation and manufacturing technologies.

More than 10,000 industry professionals attended the event which featured

280 exhibitors within an 18,000 sq.m. exhibition area and 1,000 international

brands from around the world including Brazil, Canada, China, Korea,

Germany, Japan, Great Britain, India, Italy, Spain, and the United States.

Machines Italia and the Italian Trade Commission - Mexico attended

EXPOMAQ 2022 to promote Italian technology, provide assistance to North

American industry professionals and to support UCIMU-SISTEMI PER

PRODURRE, the Italian Machine Tool, Robots, Automation Systems and

Ancillary Products (NC, tools, components, accessories) Manufacturers'

Association,  and its member companies exhibiting at the show.

https://anipac.org.mx/
https://www.amaplast.org/en/pagine/lineadiretta/mission.aspx
mailto:messico@ice.it
http://www.expomaq.org.mx
https://www.ucimu.it/en/association/
https://www.ucimu.it/en/association/


For further information on the initiative, please contact messico@ice.it

EXPO MANUFACTURA 2022
EXPO MANUFACTURA took place on February 15th to 17th, 2022, at the

Cintermex ground in Monterrey, Nuevo León, and is Mexico’s most prominent

trade show for machinery and equipment for the manufacturing industry.

The figures of the first post-pandemic, in-person edition of the trade event are

solid: +160,000 attendees, +150,000 sm of exhibition, +7,000 exhibitors,

+8,500  brands, +80 keynotes, and +350 conference sessions.

Machines Italia and the Italian Trade Commission - Mexico attended the

EXPO MANUFACTURA 2022, to promote Italian technology and support

North American industry professionals.

For further information on the initiative, please contact messico@ice.it

EXPO POLIPLAST 2022
EXPO POLIPLAST is the comprehensive trade expo and exhibition, focusing

on Automation, Bioplastics, Components, Process control.

The trade event is scheduled to be held from 24- 26 August 2022 at

CINTERMEX International Convention Center Monterrey, Mexico.

Its objective is to bring together the largest companies in the plastics industry

at a national and international level, to expand and create business alliances,

as well as to present the latest in supply innovation in materials, equipment,

machinery and services for the industry.

mailto:messico@ice.it
https://expomanufactura.com.mx/en
mailto:messico@ice.it
https://www.poliplast.mx/


For further information on this initiative, please contact messico@ice.it

USA

Made In Italy At Coverings 2022
Coverings has been the preeminent event for the ceramic tile & natural stone

industry in North America for more than 30 years, and this year, Machines

Italia, the Italian Trade Agency - Chicago, and Confindustria Marmomacchine,

(the Italian association representing producers and processors of marbles,

granites and natural stones in general, and of manufacturers of machinery,

complete plants, tools and complementary products to quarry and processing

natural stones), had a pavilion at the show which was held in Las Vegas, April

5 - 8, 2022.

For further information on the initiative, please contact  chicago@ice.it

WORLD OF CONCRETE 2022

World of Concrete (WOC) has been serving the global concrete & masonry

construction industries for over 47 years. WOC 2022 featured approximately

1,500 exhibitors within a 700,000 square foot integrated indoor and outdoor

exhibition area. The show connects visitors, buyers, vendors, distributors, and

construction industry professionals - through both live and digital events. The

Italian Trade Commission - ITA Houston organized an Italian Pavilion at the

trade show which took place January 18 - 20, 2022, at the Las Vegas

Convention Center. 12 leading Italian companies in the field of building

machinery were located within this pavilion area.

For further information on the initiative, please contact  houston@ice.it

mailto:messico@ice.it
https://www.coverings.com/
https://www.assomarmomacchine.com/en/
mailto:chicago@ice.it
https://www.worldofconcrete.com/en/attendee.html
https://www.itahouston.com/woc22
mailto:houston@ice.it


Robotics Summit And Expo 2022

 The 5th edition of Robotics Summit and Expo, took place in Boston,

Massachusetts, May 10 - 11, 2022 and brought together, in one place, at one

time, technical and business professionals from across the globe to share

knowledge, experience and insights with the goal of driving robotics

development and innovation forward. Machines Italia and the Italian Trade

Commission - Chicago attended the event to promote Italian technology and

support North American industry professionals at the conference.

For further information on this initiative, please contact  chicago@ice.it

Techtextil North America 2022
TECHTEXTIL North America, which took place this year in Atlanta, GA, May

17-19, 2022, is a unique conference and trade show for the technical textile

industry: from research and development, to raw materials, nonwovens,

process and converting technology, and recycling equipment - sectors in

which Italy excels as a solution provider. To further promote Italy’s prowess,

the Italian Trade Commission - Houston organized a Pavilion with leading

Italian textile technology companies.

For further information on the initiative, please contact houston@ice.it

https://www.roboticssummit.com/
mailto:chicago@ice.it
https://techtextil-north-america.us.messefrankfurt.com/us/en.html


COMING SOON

CANADA

MARMO + MAC 2022
The Italian Trade Commission - Canada is once again organizing a

delegation to MARMO + MAC that will take place in Verona, Italy from

September 27 to 30, 2022. The purpose of this initiative is to provide

Canadian end users of marble and stone processing technology the

opportunity to meet with leading Italian suppliers.

MARMO + MAC is one of the world’s largest international trade shows for the

marble and stone industry. The event showcases machinery and equipment

as well as materials, supplies and a vast array of products for the lapidary

sector, featuring 1,600 international exhibitors from 55 countries and 68,000+

international trade visitors over 1.3 million sq. ft.

This program is in partnership with VeronaFiere and Confindustria

Marmomacchine - the Italian Association of Producers and Processors of

Marbles, Granites and Natural Stones in general, and of manufacturers of

machinery, complete plants, tools and complementary products to quarry and

processing natural stones - the show organizers.

Over 150 foreign delegates will be attending MARMO + MAC 2022 with ITA

including 20 delegates from Canada and the USA.

http://www.marmomac.com/
https://www.assomarmomacchine.com/en/
https://www.assomarmomacchine.com/en/


For further information on the initiative, please contact toronto@ice.it for

Canada and chicago@ice.it for the USA

Back To 33th BI-MU 2022
The Italian Trade Commission - Canada is looking for representatives from the

North American manufacturing industry to attend BIMU 2022, a technology

trade show held in Milan, Italy, from October 12 to 15, 2022.

With 450 exhibitors, 50,000 visitors (of which 28 per cent come from outside of

Italy), BIMU is an important event for metalworking and manufacturing

industry professionals to view technology from Italian builders and developers.

The technologies and products on display include: metal cutting, metal

forming, and additive machine tools; robots; digital manufacturing and

automation systems; and enabling technologies.

The ITA will cover the following travel expenses:

● Round-trip airfare (economy or premium economy-class) to/from Milan,

Italy

● 4-star hotel accommodation for 3 nights (October 11 to 14)

● Meals (breakfast, lunches at trade show lounge)

● Transfers to and from the trade show venue

● VIP passes to the show and business area and dedicated online B2B

matching platform

● Emergency COVID-19 medical, quarantine, and travel interruption

insurance

mailto:toronto@ice.it
mailto:chicago@ice.it


The delegates will leave Canada on Monday, October 10, 2022

(afternoon/evening) and arrive in Milan on Tuesday, October 11, 2022

(morning). On Wednesday, October 12 and Thursday, October 13, attendees

will visit the BIMU 2022 show. On Friday, October 14, the attendees will return

to Canada.

Industry publication Canadian Metalowrking, media partner of BIMU 2022 will

also be attending the event as  part of the Canadian contingent

If you are interested in being considered as part of this delegation, please

contact toronto@ice.it for Canada, chicago@ice.it for the USA and

mexico@ice.it for Mexico

SIMEI  2022
With over 200 companies on an overall surface of 1,200 thousand square feet,

over 30,000 visitors from 108 countries, SIMEI is the leading Italian trade

show for wine, beer, oil, beverage filling and bottling technology.

The Italian Trade Commission (ITA) is inviting North American professionals in

the beverage industry to attend SIMEI 2022 that will be held in Milano, Italy,

from November 15 to 18, 2022.

The trip is scheduled as follows:

● Sunday, November 13, 2022 (afternoon/evening) - departure from

Canada/USA/Mexico; (morning) - arrival in Milan, Italy on November 14,

2022

https://www.canadianmetalworking.com/canadianmetalworking/news/metalworking/italian-trade-commission-offers-free-trip-to-attend-italian-trade-fair
mailto:toronto@ice.it
mailto:chicago@ice.it
mailto:mexico@ice.it
https://www.simei.it/en/


● Tuesday, November 15 - Wednesday, November 16, 2022 (all day) –

visit to SIMEI 2022

● Thursday, November 17, 2022 – return to Canada

ITA  will cover the following travel expenses:

- Round-trip airfare (coach-class) to/from Milano, Italy;

- 4 star Hotel accommodation for  3 nights, from November 14 to 17, 2022

-  Meals (breakfast, lunches);

- Transfers to and from the trade show venue

- VIP pass to the show and business area and dedicated online B2B matching

platform

- Airport transfers in Italy are not included

If you are interested in being considered as part of this delegation, please

contact toronto@ice.it for Canada, chicago@ice.it for the USA and

mexico@ice.it for Mexico

XYLEXPO  2022

mailto:toronto@ice.it
mailto:chicago@ice.it
mailto:mexico@ice.it


The Italian Trade Commission (ITA) is organizing a delegation to Xylexpo

2022 that will be held in Milano, Italy, from October 12 to 15, 2022. With 450

exhibitors, including 116 from 27 countries, 34,785 sqm., net exhibiting area,

17,781 visitors, (of which 28.3% from outside of Italy, Xylexpo is a must-attend

event, a world-class event for woodworking professionals.

The trip is scheduled as follows:

- Monday, October 10, 2022 (afternoon/evening) - departure from

Canada; (morning) - arrival in Milan, Italy on October 11, 2022;

- Wednesday, October 12 - Thursday, October 13, 2022 (all day) – visit to

XYLEXPO 2022

- Friday, October 14, 2022 – return to Canada

ITA  will cover the following travel expenses:

- Round-trip airfare (coach-class) to/from Milano, Italy;

- 4 star Hotel accommodation for  3 nights, from October 11 to 14, 2022

- Meals (breakfast, lunches at trade show lounge);

- Transfers to and from the trade show venue

- VIP pass to the show and business area and dedicated online B2B

matching platform

- Individual airport transfers in Italy are not included - shared shuttle bus

service upon arrival in Italy may be provided based on arrival schedule.

Industry publication Woodworking Canada, media partner of Xylexpo 2022 will

also be attending the event as  part of the Canadian contingent.

https://www.xylexpo.com/en/
https://www.xylexpo.com/en/
http://www.woodworkingcanada.com/r5/showkiosk.asp?listing_id=5945980


If you are interested in being considered as part of this delegation, please

contact toronto@ice.it for Canada, chicago@ice.it for the USA and

messico@ice.it for Mexico.

EIMA International 2022
After the success of the 2021 edition, EIMA International is now back on track

for the 2022 edition, scheduled in Bologna from November 9 to 13. This year's

edition, the 45th in the history of the international exhibition of agricultural

machinery, returns the exhibition to its usual schedule, in November of

even-numbered years, marking the restoration of the biennial rhythm that will

continue with the 2024 edition.

Expectations are high for this event, which was presented this afternoon at

Fieragricola in Verona by FederUnacoma, the association of Agricultural

Machinery Manufacturers, the direct organiser of this exhibition that ranks

among the world's top events in terms of number of exhibitors, number of

visitors, level of internationality and quality of technologies on show.

To date, 835 manufacturers have already formally applied to take part in the

event (585 Italian and 250 foreign), with a demand for space that has already

reached 80,000 square metres. “This is a brilliant start,” explained Simona

Rapastella, Director General of FederUnacoma, at the conference - which

leads us to expect a final number of exhibitors and a committed surface area

in line with the results recorded in the pre-pandemic EIMA editions.

"Never like in recent years, conditioned by the health situation and the

limitations imposed on public events - recalled Rapastella - has the trade fair

sector questioned itself on its own future and on the possibility that exhibitors

mailto:toronto@ice.it
mailto:chicago@ice.it
mailto:mexico@ice.it
https://www.eima.it/en/index.php
https://www.federunacoma.it/en/index.php


and visitors may have developed new needs and new expectations, and for

this reason we have subjected EIMA to capillary monitoring, trying to highlight

its strengths and possible critical points."

FederUnacoma's monitoring data, combined with those of specialised

companies such as GRS or official bodies such as UFI (International

Exhibition Union), confirm a trend towards a reduction in trade fair

participation to the benefit of a few events that have a strong international

character and act as catalysts for the sector. Field surveys also show a

growing expectation for the level of services, especially for operators who see

the trade fair as a specific place for business relations. “These are elements

that are already peculiar to EIMA International," noted Rapastella, "which we

have tried to strengthen with the confirmation of the extensive

'business-to-business' programme for foreign delegations organised in

collaboration with ICE, with the incoming programme called 'Special Guest'

which provides facilities and benefits for foreign business operators, and with

a special initiative involving the diplomatic network".

Another strong point of trade fair events is the quality of the technological

innovations presented, an aspect that will be further strengthened with

initiatives linked to the "Digital" Exhibition, such as the Percorso 4.0 and the

EIMA Robot initiative, but first and foremost with the Technical Innovation

Contest, this year renewed in its criteria and enhanced with an exclusively

dedicated pre-EIMA event.

Technical innovations will in fact be given a new impetus with a preview event

open to the entire national and international press, to be held at the end of

September and featuring detailed technical explanations, video footage and

multimedia support. In order to enhance and spread innovations, the external



show area for tractors will be confirmed, where it will be possible to see the

most innovative technologies in motion. But tractors will not be the only show

area of this edition - it was explained during the conference - because,

together with the dynamic exhibition of machines for bioenergy chains, the

new "garden" initiative will allow visitors to see in action means and equipment

for the care of gardens and green areas addressed both to professional

maintenance workers and to the public of hobbyists and enthusiasts.

The "Campus" area, reserved for universities and research bodies, is

expected to be even richer than in the past, while the programme of

conferences is expected to be very complete, especially on topical issues

such as the ecological and digital transition, the green economy, safety, and

geological risk prevention.

The Bologna exhibition centre will be renewed in terms of signage and

services, and the pavilions reserved for the specialized Exhibitions

(Components, Digital, Green, Energy and Idrotech) will be characterized by

scenographic elements recalling the various product areas. "EIMA 2022 will

therefore offer an unprecedented view - concluded Rapastella - it will be a

familiar yet surprising 'landscape'."

For further information on EIMA 2022 please contact toronto@ice.it

mailto:toronto@ice.it


MEXICO

EXPOPACK 2023
Everyone involved in packaging and processing decision-making from small,

medium and large national and Latin American companies will attend EXPO

PACK Guadalajara 2023, hosted at Citibanamex from June 13-15, 2023.

Attendees represent a wide range of industries including:
Automotive, Bakery / Snacks, Beverage, Confectionery, Cosmetics / Personal
Care, Electronics, Food, Graphic Arts, Home and Garden, Chemicals,
Industrial Chemicals, Pharmaceutical / Medical, Other Packaged Products.

The Italian Trade Agency also participated in 2022, in Mexico City with an
Italian pavilion of 18 Italian companies offering technological solutions for the
industry and is planning to be present at the next edition of Guadalajara 2023
with another pavilion of companies.

For real time updates on those companies participating directly from Italy, and
for further information on this initiative, please contact messico@ice.it

FUNDIEXPO 2022
The leading event in the Foundry Industry in Mexico, Fundiexpo, will gather

the professionals of the metal castings, suppliers, technologists and

academics to present the innovations and solutions to optimize the metal

casting production industry.

Monterrey hosts the 2022 edition of Fundiexpo, the main Mexican exhibition

for the foundry industry, to be held September 28-30, 2022. The trade show, in

the CINTERMEX convention center, will showcase technology and innovation

mailto:mexico@ice.it
http://www.fundiexpo2022.com/
http://www.fundiexpo2022.com/


from Mexican and international providers. Given the importance of the foundry

industry to the Mexican economy, Machines Italia, via its Mexico City Office,

will be taking part by hosting Italian leading machinery and technology

suppliers.

The Italian pavilion is going to be composed by 12 Italian companies
promoting Italian technologies.

For further information on this initiative, please contact messico@ice.it

EXPO CIHAC 2022
EXPO CIHAC is a trade show dedicated to the construction, interior design

and architectural sectors, and will be held from October 12-14, 2022, at

Centro Citibanamex, Mexico City.

The show comprises the following sub-sectors: building materials, machinery,

equipment, hand and power tools, building systems and prefabricated

technologies, financial services, real estate, finished houses, insulates, piping

etc. EXPO CIHAC also includes various technical seminars about the latest

challenges and trends of the industry.

The Italian Trade Commission - Mexico will coordinate the Italian Pavilion

which will host 25 producers of marble-related technology.

For further information on this initiative, please contact messico@ice.it

http://www.expocihac.com/es/home.html


GLASSTECH MEXICO
Glasstech Mexico is the professional Glass Technology Expo in Mexico. The

event, held from Nov 30 - Dec 2, 2022 at the Expo Guadalajara, Fair Center,

focuses on not only flat glass but also hollow/container glass. The target

market is not only Mexico but also includes all of Latin American countries. It

is the perfect platform where glass, door & window industries communicate

and meet worldwide suppliers and Latin American buyers.

The Italian Trade Commission - Mexico is organizing scouting activities in the

State of Guadalajarta so as to increase contact details of key players of the

industry in order to improve relations with Italian companies and facilitate

consequent technological exports.

For further information on this initiative, please contact messico@ice.it

USA

Machines Italia + UCIMU @ IMTS 2022
IMTS is the largest North American event dedicated to the latest in

manufacturing technologies for the machine tool and robotics industries.

This year, September 12-17, 2022 in Chicago, Machines Italia and Italy’s

leading machine tool association, UCIMU-SISTEMI PER PRODURRE, will be

promoting the participation of over 120 Italian exhibitors, who will be present

either directly from Italy or via their North American subsidiaries. For real time

updates on those  companies participating directly from Italy, click here.

http://www.glasstechmexico.com/
http://www.imts.com
https://www.ucimu.it/en/home/
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/#/searchtype/country/search/Italy/show/all


For further information on this initiative, please contact  chicago@ice.it

GLASSBUILD AMERICA 2022
Produced by the National Glass Association (NGA), GlassBuild America is

where buyers and sellers meet and learn to solve their most pressing

challenges. The action-packed event also features live Exhibitor Demos,

educational sessions, the annual Glazing Executives Forum and is supported

by NGA’s official publications—Glass Magazine and Window + Door

magazine.

The 2021 edition featured over 300 exhibitors and over 5,000 attendees,

which during the pandemic, for an in-person event, illustrated the resilience of

the industry to move forward during uncertain times.

This year’s edition, held October 18-20, 2022, in Las Vegas, Nevada, will once

again have Machines Italia and the Italian Trade Agency via its Houston

Office, along with GIMAV, Italy’s machinery manufacturers’ association for the

glass industry, host an impressive pavilion featuring leading solution providers

for the industry straight from, or indirectly from Italy.

For further information on the initiative, please contact houston@ice.it

FABTECH 2022
FABTECH will bring, as customary, a wealth of innovation and technology

solutions to Atlanta’s Georgia World Congress Center on November 8-10,

2022. More than 40,000 attendees and over 1,000 exhibiting companies -

mailto:chicago@ice.it
https://www.glass.org/
https://www.glassbuildamerica.com/
https://www.windowanddoor.com/
http://www.fabtechexpo.com/


including  40+ of Italy’s leading manufacturers, are expected to gather once

again to celebrate metal manufacturing at its best.

The event also provides educational sessions and expert-led presentations

covering the latest trends and technology in the metal forming, fabricating

welding, and finishing industries. In addition to the latest in metal forming,

fabricating, welding and finishing, FABTECH 2022 will showcase more

manufacturing technology than ever before!

For further information on the initiative, please contact chicago@ice.it

INDUSTRY NEWS

CANADA

SMW Autoblok Opens Office In Canada

mailto:chicago@ice.it


SMW‑AUTOBLOK, a global leader in workholding technology and solutions,

expands operations into Canada. The 75 year old company is based in Capri

, close to Torino, in Northern Italy and (TO) has facilities and offices in many

countries Including North America: two in the USA and one in Mexico. The

Canadian operation will provide support to its automotive customers in Ontario

and other customers in other industries in the rest of the country.

Source: SMW Autoblok

The OCMIS Acquired By The US Fund Carlyle

https://www.smwautoblok.com//us/en/
https://www.smwautoblok.com/us/en/the-company/


After half a century of history, OCMIS, the Modena-based company that

produces irrigation systems enters an international fund with an endowment of

6.4 billion euros. Global investment firm Carlyle today announced an

agreement to acquire a majority stake in OCMIS Group, a leading

manufacturer of advanced irrigation systems for the agricultural sector, with

historical shareholders, including the Montorsi family and management. team.

Founded in 1970 and based in Castelvetro di Modena, Ocmis designs,

manufactures and sells a complete range of technologically advanced

solutions for sprinkler irrigation and related accessories for the agricultural

sector.

The company employs over 200 people in Italy in three locations with a strong

global footprint, thanks to its presence in over 60 countries through a

consolidated network of over 650 specialized dealers. In 2021, OCMIS

recorded a total turnover of 85 million euros, with an operating margin well

above 20%.

Source: Modena Today

Components, A Growing Market

https://www.ocmis-irrigazione.it/en
https://www.modenatoday.it/economia/carlyle-acquisisce-ocmis-castelvetro.html


Estimates from FEDERUNACOMA and Comacomp indicate turnover

increases of more than 20% for 70% of manufacturers in 2021. Positive

indicators also for the first half of 2022, and good future prospects due to

electronic technologies, which are becoming increasingly important in the

sector and are pushing agricultural mechanics towards the digital transition by

the editorial staff February 2022 | Back In a year marked by record growth in

the agricultural machinery market, with a 36% increase in tractor registrations

in Italy and consistent increases for all types of machines and equipment, the

components sector is also experiencing consistent growth. Demand for

components - be they gears, axles, tyres, engines, and every other type of

product right through to accessories for driver's cabs and electronic devices

for precision farming and operation control - is growing on the back of

production that is running at a very high rate.

On the other hand, sales increases are being seen not only in Italy but in the

whole of Europe and in the major markets of the world, and this strengthens

the business of the Italian components industry, which produces only in part

for the domestic market and allocates over 70% of its production to foreign

markets. The Italian agricultural machinery components industry closed 2020

with a production value estimated at around 1.8 billion euros, and it is easy to

predict an even more substantial 2021 final balance. The data of the

"Barometer" on components created by FederUnacoma on the basis of

feedback from Comacomp member industries (the acronym that brings

together the industries of the sector within FederUnacoma) indicate a very

substantial growth in turnover.

https://www.comacomp.it/en/index.php


In 2021, 21% of Comacomp member industries recorded increases in turnover

of between 3% and 20%, while as many as 70% of them recorded growth of

more than 20%. A good trend is also expected for the first half of 2022, when

31% of companies expect a stable trend in turnover, while 58% expect further

increases, albeit to varying degrees (from a minimum of 3% to more than

20%). Electronic technologies for agricultural machinery and equipment play

an important role in the components sector. Whether traditional sensors,

screens and control units, or automatic guidance systems, ISOBUS control or

Big Data management, electronic technologies applied to agriculture are set to

become an increasingly important and increasingly integrated part of the

component ranges. Moreover, public incentives for the digital transition are an

effective driver for the spread of advanced electronic technologies and,

consequently, for their increasingly widespread inclusion in mass production.

Source: Mondo Macchina

MEXICO

Ternium Invests $1,000 Million Dollars To Expand Its
Industrial Center In Nuevo Leon

In order to increase production of hot rolling, galvanizing and finishing,

Ternium confirmed that it will invest $1 billion dollars to expand its Pesqueria

Industrial Center in Nuevo Leon. Italian companies that produce metal and

manufacturing machinery are a good option as suppliers for this type of

company and its industrial sector.

https://www.mondomacchina.it/en/components-growing-market-c3399


This was confirmed by Máximo Vedoya, CEO of the steel company, who

stated that the company is in the final stage of launching a new expansion

initiative to increase all its production capacities, which will include a second

hot rolling mill, a third galvanizing mill and several finishing lines. He said that

given the demand for the products they have, they analyzed that the market

also needs valuable products such as cold rolled, pickled and galvanized

products, especially for customers in the automotive, household appliance and

construction sectors.

This expansion of the center, which began operations in 2013, will be 500,000

tons, in addition there will be a new part this year, which is around 1.5 million

tons, and a galvanized line with 500,000 tons.

The steel company, which operates in Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Colombia,

the United States and Central America, obtained profits of 4.3 billion dollars in

the fourth quarter of last year, compared to 867 million dollars in the same

period of the previous year.

However, Ternium's shipments amounted to 2.8 million tons in the last quarter

of 2021, 8% less than in the same period of 2020, mainly as a result of lower

steel shipments in Mexico.

Source: Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/ternium-says-invest-1-billion-mexico-expansion-2022-02-18/


Mexico: Magneti Marelli Inaugurates Its Fourth Plant
 With an investment of more than 17 million dollars, the new Magneti Marelli

plant started operations in Ramos Arizpe, Mexico.

These structures, the fourth project installed by the company in the northern

state of Coahuila, will generate 250 jobs.

During the inauguration ceremony, Governor Miguel Ángel Riquelme pointed

out that the new Magneti Marelli plant in Ramos Arizpe, dedicated to the

production of components for the automotive industry, consolidates the

attraction of investment and economic development opportunities in the State.

Humberto Lopes, general manager of the plant, indicated that it is expected

that within two years this production site will become the best in the world,

thanks to the skilled labor force and the conditions provided by the state.

For his part, Magneti Marelli's human resources manager, Luis Delabra,

mentioned that the State of Coahuila stands out for its skilled labor and for

guaranteeing the best conditions for companies.

Marelli's North American Human Resources Director, Hannah McMahon,

thanked the State Government for the facilities granted to achieve the

expansion and consolidation of this project.

Magneti Marelli S.p.A. was an Italian multinational company headquartered in

Corbetta, in the province of Milan, specialized in the supply of high-tech

products and systems for the automotive industry. Founded in 1994 through

the merger by incorporation of the Magneti Marelli Group into Gilardini, a

manufacturer of industrial components, it was part of Fiat Chrysler

Automobiles (FCA) until 2019 and was subsequently acquired and absorbed

by Japan's CK Holdings, a company controlled by the Kohlberg Kravis

Roberts fund, which became Marelli Holdings.

http://www.marelli.com/
https://www.marelli.com/


Source: Punto Di Incontro

Brembo: USA-Mexico-Canada Sales +49.8%
The Italian company Brembo - present in Mexico with production plants in

Puebla, Apodaca and Escobedo - closed the first half of the year with a net

profit of 148.9 million euros, 17.3% higher compared to the same period last

year.

Revenues amounted to €1.75 billion, an increase of 28.3% compared to the

first half of 2021.

Earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization (Ebitda)

amounted to 305.3 million, a net increase of 13% compared to 270.2 million in

H1 2021.

The level of orders for the coming months "confirms a solid and good

saturation of production capacity globally. Barring extraordinary changes in the

geopolitical and macroeconomic context, with particular reference to

exchange rates, raw material prices and public utility services, the Group

expects a second half of the year in line with the first half in terms of turnover

and margins," the company explained in a note.

In the first half of the year, Brembo recorded a positive trend in all the

segments in which it operates. The automotive sector grew 27.6%, parts for

motorcycles 44.3%, those for commercial vehicles 17.4% and the racing

division 24.2% compared to the first half of 2021.

https://puntodincontro.mx/es/2022/03/15/mexico-magneti-marelli-inaugura-su-cuarta-planta/
https://www.brembo.com/en/


Geographically, sales grew in Italy 15.9%, in Germany 27.5%, in France

10.1%, while in the United Kingdom they fell 3.4%. The North American

market (United States, Mexico and Canada) grew 49.8%, while the South

American market (Brazil and Argentina) grew 44.9%. India increased 30.9%,

China 24.6%, while Japan decreased 25.6%.

Cost of sales and other net operating costs amounted to 1.15 billion euros,

65.8% of revenues, a percentage increase over the same period of the

previous year, when they amounted to 62.0% of revenues. Personnel

expenses amounted to 301.7 million euros, with an incidence of 17.3% of

revenues, lower than in the same period of the previous year.

The number of employees on June 30, 2022 was 12,797 (including 628 from

the Spanish group J.Juan, acquired just over a year ago), compared to 12,656

at March 31, 2022 and 12,225 at December 31, 2021.

Source: Punto di Incontro

USA

Sirmax Group Opens $30m Plastics Recycling Plant In
Anderson
A subsidiary of Italy-based Sirmax Group said its new plastics recycling facility

in Anderson is now operational.

SER North America said it plans to bring total employment at the $30 million

plant to 40 by the end of the year. Plans for the 124,000-square-foot facility

were first announced in July 2019. The company said it has already hired 25

employees with the goal of adding 15 more by the end of the year.

https://puntodincontro.mx/es/2022/07/28/brembo-ventas-en-eu-mexico-canada-498-en-el-primer-semestre/
https://www.sirmax.com/en/
https://www.sirmax.com/en/


The facility produces recycled polypropylene out of post-industrial waste. The

product will be used in both industrial applications and sent to the adjacent

Sirmax North America facility to be processed as a raw material for the

production of refined compounds that could be used in household appliances

and automobiles.

The 144,000-square-foot Sirmax North America facility, which was built in

2015, has about 100 employees.

Sirmax Group reported $526 million in revenue in fiscal 2021, up 52 percent

from $345 million in 2020. It said its push toward recyclables is helping drive

revenue growth.

“SER North America marks a new stage in Sirmax’s sustainable growth,”

Lorenzo Ferro, U.S. country manager at Sirmax Group, said in written

remarks. “These new green products give us the opportunity to enter sectors

where we do not yet have a presence, such as industrial packaging or garden

furniture. Our production processes and the fact we have full control of supply

sources also means that we are ready to bring post-consumer mechanical

recycling technology to the United States by 2024.”

Source: Indianapolis Business Journal

Pratrivero Nonwovens To Locate In Orangeburg County

(South Carolina)

https://www.ibj.com/articles/italian-firm-opens-30m-plastics-recycling-plant-in-anderson


An Italian fabric maker is locating manufacturing operations in Orangeburg

County.

Pratrivero USA Inc., a division of Pratrivero Nonwovens, is investing $17.6

million and creating 34 new jobs in the former Mayer Industries building at

3777 Industrial Boulevard. Industrial Boulevard is near Interstate 26’s Exit

145.

The investment includes $6.5 million in buildings and $11.1 million in

machinery and equipment. The 34 new jobs will be realized within the next

three years.

Headquartered in Italy and family-owned and operated for 14 generations,

Pratrivero Nonwovens provides fabrics used in a variety of sectors including

furnishings, advertising banners, footwear, packaging and the automotive

industry.

Located at 3777 Industrial Blvd. in Orangeburg, Pratrivero USA’s Orangeburg

County facility will produce stitchbond, a nonwoven fabric produced by

mechanical bonding of fiber layers with continuous filaments. The facility will

also include distribution operations.

Operations are expected to be online in September 2022. Pratrivero USA is

working with readySC to support future recruitment.

“Pratrivero USA is looking forward to being part of the Orangeburg County

industrial family. We are very excited about this new investment and feel by

choosing such a great location and working with the wonderful people in this

https://www.pratrivero.com/en/
https://www.pratrivero.com/
https://www.readysc.org/


community, we will succeed," Pratrivero USA President Paolo Barberis

Canonico said.

Source: The Times and Democrat

 Italian Company, Grouppo Fanti To Open Its $30 Million

Manufacturing Operations This Year In Weirton (West

Virginia)
 Gruppo Fanti, a metal packaging manufacturing company headquartered in

Bologna, Italy, will open its first U.S.-based plant in Weirton, planning to invest

$30 million into the Brooke County (Weirton, West Virginia) operation.

The new manufacturing facility will produce metal packaging containers with

state-of-the art equipment, creating an initial 40 new full-time jobs.

This investment is not only the first production facility in the United States for

the parent entity Gruppo Fanti, but also the largest expansion project in the

company’s 77-year history. Renovations are anticipated to be completed in the

latter part of 2022, with facility operation beginning shortly after.

Source: WTRF News

Ecopol To Bring 130 New Jobs To Spalding Country

(Atlanta, Georgia)

April 12, 2022
The Governor of Georgia, Brian Kemp, announced Tuesday that

sustainability-focused Ecopol, a European leader in the production of

https://thetandd.com/news/local/italian-fabric-manufacturer-to-locate-in-orangeburg-county/article_001e15d3-0743-5f40-8a6f-a5c79edf100f.html
https://www.gruppofanti.com/en/
https://www.wtrf.com/brooke-county/italian-company-holds-groundbreaking-today-in-weirton/
https://www.ecopol.com/


biodegradable PVA film, will invest more than $38 million and create 130 new

jobs at the company's first North American facility in Spalding County south of

Atlanta (Georgia).

Georgia is home to a large and active Italian business community, and Italy

has maintained a consular presence in Georgia since 1899.

In 2021, exports from Georgia to Italy increased more than 18% over the

previous year ($557 million total exports in 2021). Wilson led an economic

development mission to Italy most recently in September 2020.The state of

Georgia has maintained continuous representation in Europe since 1973.

Source: Yahoo News

YOUR OPINION MATTERS

The Machines Italia Awareness Survey is back! Give us 5 minutes of your

time to be considered for all Italian Trade Commission (ITA) and Machines

Italia’s industry events and initiatives, including sponsored trips to major trade

shows in Italy.  Click here to take the survey!

https://news.yahoo.com/italian-company-bring-130-jobs-210400666.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WQYLS53

