
 

 NEWSLETTER 
  

#7: Summer 2020 

Dear Readers, 
 
Welcome to the Summer 2020 edition of the Machines Italia English           
newsletter! 
 
This is the first newsletter after the onset of the COVID-19 pandemics and I              
would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to all of you and in                
particular to those who have continued to work with Italian solution providers,            
over these past few months. I understand how hard it has been and still is,               
from all points of view, to keep up with your daily operational challenges but at               
the same time I’m aware of and I truly appreciate the positive returns of your               
efforts, for your business and for our countries as a whole. I would also like to                
extend my condolences to those who suffered a loss in their family or among              
their friends due to the pandemic.  
 
Coming to our newsletter, its audience has grown to over 5,000 readers, an             
impressive number for any type of communication with North American          
manufacturers! 
 
This edition has as its focus the post COVID-19 ecosystem and how            
manufacturing is playing a critical role in helping all of us stay as safe and               
healthy as possible. 
  



 

We have included a number of articles in the news section illustrating how the              
collaboration between Italian and North American companies is helping our          
economies avoid a free fall in employment and activity levels and/or is creating             
new business opportunities. We hope you find them insightful if not inspiring.  
 
As we move forward into the second half of 2020, our Agency here in North               
America looks to continue providing opportunities for companies such as          
yours to connect with Italian industry via trade shows, conferences and           
delegations to Italy, as shown in the upcoming events section of the            
newsletter. Where cancellations and postponements will occur, the Italian         
Trade Agency (ITA) shall be ready to help maintain communication avenues           
open, either contributing to on line events or just promptly serving your            
requests for searching new Italian solution providers in your industry.  
 
An example of how ITA facilitates collaborations, with an eye to innovative            
technologies, can be found in the embedded YouTube video which follows,           
where representatives of leading Italian companies, research centers and         
industrial trade associations present an overview of Italy’s advanced         
manufacturing landscape and of their partnerships with North American         
counterparts. The video was shot at the ASME - American Society of            
Mechanical Engineers’ annual conference, the IMECE, in Salt Lake City on           
November 13th, 2019. The Italian Way to Advanced Manufacturing discussion          
panel was part of our Agency’s Innovation Days (ID) USA series of events. A              
link to the full conference panel discussion, with insights from six prestigious            
speakers, is available here. For details and to stay informed about upcoming            
events, please visit the program’s website. 
 
We’re now producing the next edition of our magazine Machines Italia Vol XIII.             
As our valued reader and member of our professional community, we would            
very much like to hear about your needs and experiences. For a limited             
amount of time, there will be two opportunities for you to contribute. The first              
one is to tell us your story about your collaboration with Italian manufacturers;             
please click here to find out how by June 24th. The magazine will have a total                
audience of over 400,000 readers between print and digital promotion! The           
second one is to answer, by July 3rd, to our Machines Italia Awareness             
Survey; please click here and help us to serve you even better in the future.  

https://youtu.be/3VFZt0YCuGs
http://id.ice.it/
https://www.machinesitalia.org/newsletter/en/article/machines-italia-magazine-vol-xiii-call-editorial-submissions
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GDK9H2N


 

 
We realize that we are in a critical time and we believe that the next few                
months will give us all much more clarity as to the environment in which we               
will be working. 
 
On the other hand, the Machines Italia team, which is operating out of four ITA               
offices, i.e. Chicago, Houston, Mexico City and Toronto, remains unwaveringly          
and fully committed to enhancing opportunities to take advantage of Italian           
technological solutions. Our staff is experienced, proactive and results         
oriented: do not hesitate to contact us!  
 
Thank you for your loyalty and partnership as we move through these            
uncharted waters. 
 
Marco Saladini 

Italian Trade Commissioner – Chicago USA 

 

FOCUS 

 

Outlook 2020: From Re-set To Re-invent 
Due to the spread of the novel coronavirus or COVID-19, the outlook for 2020              
set out at the beginning of the year is now moot. An exogenous shock is               
hitting the USA and the global economy as a whole to an unknown extent.              
What is special about the new economic crisis is that there have been             
simultaneous supply and demand shocks which have commanded not only a           
reduction in jobs, output and revenues but also a strong volatility and            
enormous losses of value on the financial markets.  
 
As a result of these shocks, the post COVID-19 manufacturing ecosystem is            
expected to create a paradigm shift both in terms of where and how one              

https://www.machinesitalia.org/webform/contact-us


 

manufactures, increasing the attention on worker safety as a major concern,           
side by side with cost-effectiveness and profits. 
 
Economists told the Boston Herald newspaper for an April 19th, 2020 article,            
that many USA corporations are considering to bring manufacturing out of           
China and in some cases back to the United States citing such a shift as being                
a key component to reviving the coronavirus-stricken economy. The return of           
portions of manufacturing activities to the USA would be an economic boon            
and also fulfill a vital national security interest to help combat future            
pandemics and public health crises, economists said. “Out of this black swan            
event, I do think the good news is it will really bring more manufacturing back               
to America and get people back to work” said Professor Nada Sanders of             
Northeastern University’s D’Amore-McKim School of Business. Low-interest       
loans and tax incentives from the federal government would encourage          
companies to bring jobs back to the USA from China, Sanders added.  
Automation will be a key component of the effort to revive domestic            
manufacturing. Previous off-shoring trends were fueled by a race to the           
bottom in terms of labor and productivity costs. Now that advances in            
automation and robotics have drastically increased productivity across a         
number of manufacturing processes and salaries are shifting upwards in          
China and elsewhere, many such processes can be more cost-effectively          
reshored and deployed domestically. Automated manufacturing will not bring         
back demand for low-skilled labor rather it will create new jobs and            
opportunities for digitally-savvy workers. 
 
In some instances, this will be through the use of increased automation            
technologies and machinery such as last year when Amazon started to use            
Italian machines at dozens of its warehouses allowing for contactless          
packaging to take place. This is a critical feature in the post COVID-19             
manufacturing ecosystem. The machines are manufactured by the Italian firm          
CMC Srl and are called CartonWrap, can pack up to 900 boxes per hour and               
require two operators, one to load customer orders and another to stock            
cardboard and glue. 
 
“COVID-19 has fundamentally disrupted our notion of normal”, said Marina          
Gorbis, executive director at The Institute For the Future, a think tank based in              

https://www.bostonherald.com/2020/04/19/coronavirus-fallout-reshoring-manufacturing-is-key-for-economy-and-national-security-experts-say/


 

Silicon Valley, during an ABC News April 7th interview, “and we are just in this               
first stage of the crisis “Reaction”’, which will be followed by stage 2: “The              
Re-set"—a time when we put the crisis into a larger perspective and assign             
meaning to it. And then finally stage 3: "Re-invention". If we can learn             
anything from this crisis it is that stage 3 must include building new systems              
that reward and incentivize long-term thinking and acting”. 
 
This “Re-set” is already underway, for example in the 3D Printing           
manufacturing ecosystem as USA-based competitors are partnering with local         
universities to address the COVID-19 crisis. Tangible Creative, which has 100           
3D printers at its warehouse in Newark, New Jersey, has partnered with            
Brooklyn-based competitor MakerBot and Columbia University to create the         
COVID Makers Response coalition. The group is currently printing roughly          
2,000 face shields a day, which volunteers in Manhattan assemble and send            
to more than 30 hospitals in the area. “Open source” could contribute to             
boosting this kind of manufacturing ecosystem as there is a huge potential            
network of 3D printers across the country that can be tapped into. Nearly             
600,000 consumer 3D printers priced at less than $5,000 were sold in the             
USA in 2018, according to a report issued in 2019 by the Federation of              
American Scientists. Tangible Creative, HP and Shapeways have all made          
their design files available online for anyone that is able and willing to print              
them. "It's not like you need a mold," said Eugene Chang, Tangible's            
co-founder, and industrial design director. "You have this digital file and you            
can just send it to people, and they can hit print, just like how you send an                 
email and can print it out on a 2D printer." 
 
Another advantage of technologies relying heavily on automation is that they           
contribute to stabilizing productivity, output and sales and this benefits also           
management and employees, who can overcome more easily emergencies,         
including those due to Covid-19, and hence minimize risks of disruption.  
 
History teaches us that short term measures taken in response to global crises             
lead to changes that last for decades. What most of us used to consider              
normal has already fundamentally started to shift. Understanding and acting          
on the new paradigms will afford ample opportunities for growth and we            
believe that manufacturers and service providers like those we mentioned, i.e.           



 

CMC, Tangible Creative and Amazon can be looked at as good practices in             
that direction.  
 

SUCCESS STORIES AND TESTIMONIALS 
 
Alabama Governor Greets The Expansion Of Italy’s 2A 

S.p.A. Foundry In Auburn 

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey announced that 2A S.p.A., a prominent Italian die-casting 

company, planned to invest $15 million to expand its foundry in Auburn, where it 

serves as a Tier 1 supplier to major producers of automobiles and heavy trucks. 

The expansion project at 2A USA in Auburn will create more than 50 jobs and double 

the Auburn facility’s current die-casting area. 

“2A has earned a reputation for technical innovation, and its decision to expand its 

Alabama manufacturing operation is a testament to its skilled workforce in Auburn,” 

Ivey said. “We’re thrilled that this first-class company is including Alabama in its 

growth plans.” 

2A is a family-owned company that produces parts for major automotive and truck 

manufacturers including Porsche, Alfa-Romeo, Maserati, and Volvo Trucks. 

“My father Carlo founded 2A with a clear vision of technology and customer-driven 

die-casting company,” said 2A President Vincenzo Ilotte, president of the 

family-owned company. “We are very proud of our location in Auburn and plan to 

further grow our operation to serve our customers in the U.S. Without the great 

support from the State of Alabama and the City of Auburn; this would not have been 

possible.” 

2A’s parent company is headquartered in Santena near Turin. It is Italy’s biggest 

privately owned high-pressure die-casting industrial company. It specializes in the 

http://www.2aspa.com/


 

die casting of large, complex aluminum components that are coated, machined, 

assembled, and painted to meet customer requests. 

“Alabama’s auto supply chain continues to grow in scope and sophistication as 

companies such as 2A expand their operations in the state,” said Alabama 

Commerce Secretary Greg Canfield. “2A’s new investment not only positions its 

Auburn plant for job creation but also solidifies the company’s presence in the state.” 

Die casting produces engineered metal parts by forcing molten metal under high 

pressure into reusable steel molds, called dies. The process allows for the 

production of highly accurate complex shapes that are easily replicated. 

Economic developer Dr. Nicole Jones told the Alabama Political Reporter, “2A, a 

respected automotive supplier with locations in Italy, the United States, and China, 

launched R & D programs and has developed parts ready for assembly in various 

OEM lines. OEMs, or original equipment manufacturer(s), produce parts and 

equipment that can be marketed by other manufacturers. 2A’s recent expansion in 

the United States will result in approximately 50 more jobs at the Auburn, Alabama 

facility.” 

2A USA entered Alabama in 2014 when it acquired a plant operated by Aluminum 

Technology Schmid North America in Auburn Technology Park West. The company 

invested in state-of-the-art die casting and machining equipment at the facility, 

retaining the 95 jobs that were already there. 2A will install new equipment capable 

of exerting pressures on dies of between 1,000 and 2,700 tons, as well as 4,500 

tons, representing the largest standard high-pressure die-casting machines on the 

market. The first of these machines is scheduled to be operational in 2020. 

The company’s Auburn foundry serves original equipment manufacturers including 

FCA Group (Fiat Chrysler Automobiles), Freightliner Trucks, and engine maker 

Detroit Diesel Corp., with new customers expected to come on board. 

Auburn Mayor Ron Anders welcomed 2A’s expansion. 



 

“With this expansion, 2A is bringing even higher-level technology to its already 

advanced operation here in Auburn,” Anders said. “We’re pleased that they have 

confidence in Auburn to make such a significant additional investment and look 

forward to their continued success as a leader in high-pressure die-casting.” 

“Through collaborative efforts between the public and private sector, our state has 

positioned itself as a national and global leader in the automotive industry,” Nicole 

Jones explained. “In the past few weeks, the state of Alabama has had three major 

automotive industry-related announcements. 2A’s decision to expand its U.S. 

presence at the Auburn foundry is an important component of the automotive supply 

chain and is a testament to the creation of an environment conducive for business. 

We are looking forward to the unveiling of 2A’s new technology in 2020.” 

The expanded plant will manufacture original equipment for manufacturers including 

FCA Group (Fiat Chrysler Automobiles), Freightliner Trucks, and engine maker 

Detroit Diesel Corp., with new customers expected to come on board. 

 

EVENTS & INITIATIVES 

CANADA 

All About Baking @ AB Tech 2020 

With over 200,000 visitors, 129,000 sqm of floor space and  1,250 exhibitors, AB 

TECH EXPO is a fastly growing international trade show for technology and 

materials for  the bakery, pastry and confectionery industries.  The 3rd edition of the 

event was held in Rimini, Italy, from January 18 to 23, 2020.  

https://en.sigep.it/a.b.tech/presentation
https://en.sigep.it/a.b.tech/presentation


 

The Italian Trade Commission (ITA) and Rimini Fiera  invited 50 buyers from 13 

countries,  including Israel, UAE, South Korea, Japan, Romania, China, Hungary, 

Qatar, India, Uzbekistan, Finland and others, to attend AB TECH EXPO 2020. 

Machines Italia sponsored 13 US and Canadian delegates, end users and 

distributors/importers of baking machinery and equipment: Dude, Sweet Chocolate, 

La Jolla Pastry Division, Cinnabon, The Sweet North Bakery, Olympic Wholesale, 

TWI Foods, Brittania Food Equipment Ltd, Toronto Bakery & Food Equipment, Nino 

D'Aversa Bakery, Dennett Enterprises Ltd.  

The foreign delegates had a chance to visit the show and learn about the latest 

technology and meet with exhibitors through a program of B2B meetings arranged 

by Rimini Fiera and ITA. 

For further information on this initiative, please contact toronto@ice.it and 

chicago@ice.it 

 

Ryerson University + Machines Italia Awareness Survey 

2004 - 2018  
The Machines Italia Awareness Surveys collect data on trends, stringent 

issues, motivations, and future plans of capital investments and technology 

purchasing of machinery from North American Manufacturers.  

The Surveys were administered by the 3 Machines Italia desks in Chicago, 

Mexico City and Toronto from 2004 to 2018.  2270 companies were 

interviewed through different editions of the Survey. 

Respondents’ titles Included: Owners/CEOs, Directors Vice-Presidents, Upper 

Management, Engineers. The large majority of the companies interviewed 

operate in 15 manufacturing sectors, referred as the Machines Italia Group.  

http://www.riminifiera.it/calendario_manifestazioni/Calendario_corrente.asp
mailto:toronto@machinesitalia.org
mailto:chicago@ice.it


 

Most of the respondents are concentrated in (the first) seven sectors, with 

Metalworking accounting for 25-60 percent of total firms in most of the years. 

Machines Italia Canada partnered with the Department of Economics at 

Ryerson University, in Toronto where a team of post graduate students under 

the supervision of Dr. Claustre Bajona, Associate Professor and Chair, 

conducted an in-depth analysis of the Survey data including time series 

analysis, correlation analysis and regression analysis. 

To request a copy of the executive report presentation, please contact 

toronto@ice.it  

 

MEXICO 

Machines Italia 15+ Years Of Creativity 

Kick started in 2001, the Italian Trade Commission’s Machines Italia project is 

now well into its teenage years.  

Follow the evolution of the campaign through some of the artwork and creative 

materials developed, throughout the years, by the US, Canadian and Mexican 

desks for the market specific initiatives and events.  

Check out our boards on Pinterest.  

Italian Ultrasound Technology To  Grow Tomatoes In 

Central America 

https://www.ryerson.ca/
https://www.ryerson.ca/economics/people/faculty/claustre-bajona/
http://pinterest/


 

At the beginning of February, the Italian Trade Agency’s Mexico City office 

organized a seminar in San Jose’, Costa Rica’s capital,  focused on 

agricultural economics, processes and technology.  

Researchers from Italy’s CREA, the Council for Agricultural Research and 

Agricultural Economics Analysis, and the University of Milan illustrated the 

latest developments in crop management, business and economic models as 

well as the latest machinery and innovations. 

Among the audience were high level representatives of the Ministry of 

Agriculture of Costa Rica, the Center for Advanced Technology, the 

Technological Center of Costa Rica, the National Chamber of the Cocoa 

Industry, and local producers of cocoa, pineapples and tomatoes which 

represent the largest and most export oriented agricultural crops in the 

country. 

The program of the seminar allowed for interactions between Italian and Costa 

Rican industry and academia.  

The ultrasound treatment for the transformation of tomatoes designed by the 

researchers of University of Milano was particularly well received by the 

Costarican growers.  Furthermore a cooperation agreement  for the cultivation 

of a type of mushroom between the  National University of Costa Rica and the 

Italian counterparts was also reached. 

For further information on the initiative, please contact messico@ice.it   

 

Machines Italia Partner ASSOMAC To Help Mexico 

Fight COVID-19  

https://www.crea.gov.it/home
https://www.crea.gov.it/home
https://www.unimi.it/en
mailto:messico@ice.it


 

A collaboration agreement between the Chamber of the Footwear Industry of 

the State of Guanajuato (CICEG) and ASSOMAC, the Italian National 

Association of Manufacturers of Footwear, Leather Goods and Tanning 

Technologies, has been brokered by the Italian Trade Agency Mexico City 

office. 

Once formally ratified, the agreement will give CICEG members privileged 

access to the latest in Italian technology and know-how to assist them in 

retooling their operations to manufacture much-needed PPEs and  provide 

front line workers essential equipment. 

For further information on the initiative, please contact messico@ice.it 

 

USA 

 

Innovation Days 2019 @ IMECE 2019 

Together with the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), the 

Italian Trade Agency (ITA) hosted The Italian Way to Advanced Manufacturing 

round-table discussion panel on the occasion of the International Mechanical 

Engineering Congress and Exhibition (IMECE) which took place from 

November 10 to 13, 2020 in Salt Lake City, (UT).  The November 13th, 2019 

panel was attended by approximately 200 researchers, academics and 

industrials from around the world who were taking part in IMECE’s advanced 

manufacturing and related conference tracks. 

 

https://www.ciceg.org/
https://www.ciceg.org/
https://www.machinesitalia.org/association/assomac
mailto:messico@ice.it
https://www.asme.org/
https://event.asme.org/IMECE
https://event.asme.org/IMECE


 

Panel provided an exciting debate discussion by ASME members and industry 

experts from Italy on novel technologies coming out of Italy and the best 

practices for collaborations between Italian and US companies and research 

centers in the area of advanced manufacturing.  During the reception, the 

IMECE’s Advanced Manufacturing Track's Best Paper Awards was presented 

by the ASME. 

 

Within the dates of the conference, the ITA organized on behalf of Italian 

delegates and panelists several site visits and meetings to build relationships 

with several US counterparts within advanced manufacturing research and 

related industry complexes such as Boeing and the University of Utah. 

 

The 2019 Innovation Days - Salt Lake City, UT was the second edition of the 

Innovation Days (ID) initiative which aims to reaffirm Italy’s position as a top 

solution provider to the US while encouraging engagements between some of 

Italy’s leading companies and universities to create and or further enhance 

existing partnerships with their US counterparts in commercial and research 

areas. 

For more information on the ITA’s activities in Salt Lake including the panel 

video and brochure click here or contact chicago@ice.it 

 

COMING SOON 

CANADA 

 

http://www.id.ice.it/
http://id.ice.it/detroit-chicago/events/past-events/discussion-panel-1


 

Machines Italia Backs Manufacturers’ Outlook 2021 

The Manufacturers’ Outlook is a yearly survey of the Canadian manufacturing 

industry conducted by Plant magazine (Annex Business Media) and various 

business partners.  Almost 500 respondents – manufacturing industry 

executives participate in the survey by responding to a questionnaire.  The 

replies are then analyzed and summarized in a report, which is reviewed and 

discussed by a panel of experts and industry media. The report and the 

panelists’ insights are then made public and circulated through Plant 

magazine and the other Annex Business Media outlets.    Machines Italia was 

among the very first supporters of the Manufacturers Outlook in 2009 and it 

will continue its partnership for the 2021 edition of the survey. 

To read the last edition of the survey click here. 

For further information on the initiative, please contact toronto@ice.it  

North American Woodworkers Meet At XYLEXPO 2020 

Xylexpo is the leading International trade show for woodworking machinery 

and technology in Italy.  This year, the biennial trade show, will take place 

from November 10  to 13 in Milan, and will celebrate its 27th anniversary, over 

50 years since its first inauguration.  Despite disruption caused by COVID 19 

pandemic, the show is slated to post a good performance: 

● Over 400 exhibitors from over 30 countries 

● 35+ thousand visitors  

● 300+ thousand square feet of floor space 

https://www.plant.ca/general/manufacturers-outlook-2019-study-181160/
mailto:toronto@ice.it


 

Machines Italia, the network of Italian Trade Agency’s North American offices 

and ACIMALL, the Italian Woodworking Technology Association, mounted a 

communication campaign to promote the event through Wood Industry 

magazine, in Canada, the Woodworking Network and FDMC, in the USA as 

well as via social media, including LinkedIn and Youtube. A group of 150 

foreign delegates, 30 of which from Mexico, USA and Canada, will be invited 

to visit Xylexpo and meet with selected Italian exhibitors.  Among the 

delegates are the winners of the 5th Win A Trip To Xylexpo contest organized 

by Machines Italia Canada, ACIMALL and Wood Industry magazine: 

Lisa Gudmundson. From Brown & Rutherford, Winnipeg,MB 

Paula Goulding, Liveedgelumbergirl & Company, Kitchener, ON 

 

For further information on the initiative, please contact  toronto@ice.it 

 

BI-MU 2020 - Metalworking Technology Trade Show 

For over 60 years, BI-MU has been synonymous with excellence in the 

metalworking industry worldwide. The next edition of BIMU – the biennial trade 

show dedicated to machine tools, robots, automation, digital manufacturing, 

auxiliary and enabling technologies trade show – will take place at Fiera 

Milano Rho, in Milano, Italy, from October 14th to 17th, 2020. 

Over one thousand exhibitors – 47% from outside Italy, 3,000 metalworking 

machines on display over 1 million square feet of exhibitions space, 65 

thousand visitors, and 1,000 pre-arranged business meetings – contribute to 

the success of the trade event in conjunction with BI-MU  

The 32nd BI-MU will feature a vast array of Industry 4.0 or Smart Manufacturing 

technologies such as: IIoT, Big Data, analytics, cyber security, cloud 

http://www.acimall.com/en/
https://www.woodindustry.ca/
https://www.woodworkingnetwork.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/xylexpo/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaEJIGujb2odXRzTJ-hNp1w
mailto:meccanicaindustriale@ice.it
http://www.bimu.it/en/


 

computing, augmented reality and system integrators, vision systems, 

software, solutions for industrial material handling and warehouse 

management.   A dedicated startups area will host innovative, dynamic 

companies from Italy and elsewhere. 

The Italian Trade Commission (ITA) – Machines Italia and UCIMU-SISTEMI 

PER PRODURRE, the Italian Machine Tools, Robots, Automation Systems 

and Ancillary Products (NC, Tools, Components, Accessories) Manufacturers' 

Association – are sponsoring delegations of North American and foreign 

buyers and industry professionals to attend BI-MU 2020.  180 delegates from 

17 countries – among them 30 companies from North America – will be 

attending the Milan show as part of this ITA sponsored program. 

For further information on this initiative and to inquire on how to be part of the 

ITA-UCIMU delegations to BI-MU 2020, please contact  

meccanicaindustriale@ice.it 

 

MCE 2020 - HVAC, Plumbing, Energy Technology 

Conference/Show  

The Italian Trade Commission - ITA is organizing  a delegation to MCE 2020, 

one of the world’s largest conference and trade show for industrial and 

commercial HVAC, plumbing, refrigeration, renewable energy, and 

cogeneration technology and more.  

More than 160 thousand visitors, from 54 countries attended the event in 

2018, as well as 2,500 exhibitors. The conference program included over 145 

seminars, workshops and presentations.  

https://www.ucimu.it/en/home/
https://www.ucimu.it/en/home/
mailto:%20meccanicaindustriale@ice.it
mailto:meccanicaindustriale@ice.it
https://www.mcexpocomfort.it/en/MCE/MCE-2020/


 

We are looking for importers/distributors of technology, large industrial, civil 

engineering firms, large architectural firms, large specialized contractors (tier 

1), big end users, utilities, energy management bodies. We can sponsor up to 

5 delegates, one delegate per company. The trip is scheduled as follows: 

September 7 - (Departure from Canada Arrival in Milano on September 8) to 

September 11, 2020. 

The following items are provided by ITA: 

Return flight in Economy class 

4 stars hotel accommodation (B&B) in Milano 

Transfers to/from the hotel/trade show venue 

Vip pass for the show 

Personalized B2B meeting agenda 

For further information on this initiative and to inquire on how to be part of the 

ITA delegation, please contact  toronto@ice.it 

 

MEXICO 

Machines Italia @ EXPO CIHAC 2020 

A new edition of the EXPO CIHAC fair will take place at the “Centro Citi 

Banamex” in Mexico City, from October 14-16 , 2020.  With over 600 

exhibitors and 30 thousand visitors EXPO CIHAC is the paramount event for 

the construction sector in Mexico.  

https://www.expocihac.com/


 

The Italian Trade Agency and Machines Italia Mexico will be taking part in the 

show with a number of  leading Italian construction machinery and technology 

suppliers.   

For further information on this initiative and to inquire on how to be part of the 

ITA delegation, please contact messico@ice.it 

 

Print4All Conference - Future Factory  

Print4All Conference marks the evolution of the entire Communication and 

Graphic industry. It's the event that allows manufacturers, converters/printers, 

influencers, brand owners and all the players within the supply chain to meet 

up with one another.  
 

Print4All is the result of the collaboration between several partners including 

the Italian Trade Agency, ACIMGA (Italian Manufacturers’ Association of 

Machinery for the Graphic, Converting and Paper Industry), Argi (the Graphic 

Industry Suppliers Association), and combines three long-standing brands 

showcasing specific industrial production chains with strong synergies 

between the respective target markets: Converflex, Grafitalia and Inprinting. 
 

Future Factory, the name for the 2020 edition of the Print4All Conference, 

perfectly represents the essence of the challenges that the printing industry 

faces today among which, sustainability and Industry 4.0. The conferences will 

be streamed live on June 24, 2020. The program boasts top executives of 

world class company,  media and marketing moguls, brand gurus, renowned 

journalists. To register visit Print4all. 

https://conference.print4all.it/en/
http://www.acimga.it/en/
http://www.argi.it/1/english_1608231.html
https://conference.print4all.it/en/today/program/
https://conference.print4all.it/en/


 

For further information on this initiative and to inquire on how to be part of the 

ITA delegation, please contact meccanicaindustriale@ice.it 

 

USA 

Machines Italia Magazine Vol. XIII: Call For Editorial        
Submissions 
The Italian Trade Agency via its North American Offices together with 16 of             
Italy’s leading machinery manufacturers associations will be producing the         
2020 edition of the Machines Italia magazine (Vol XIII). The magazine is being             
developed with SME, the North American based association who organizes          
leading events for the advanced manufacturing sector such as IMTS, Fabtech,           
Rapid amongst others and publishes Manufacturing & Engineering and Smart          
Manufacturing magazines.  
 
We would like to provide those of you who work with Italian solution providers              
an opportunity to share your company’s experience. We hope the following           
topics provide you with ample considerations in sharing such experiences with           
our readers. This year we hope to reach almost 300,000 of them here in North               
America. So it would be a great opportunity to promote your company as well              
to a targeted audience! 
 

1. Training Operators on Advanced Equipment: Workforce issues are        
front and center in the North American manufacturing industry and          
equipment producers are playing a key role in maintaining basic          
workforce skills, providing training on new, advanced equipment, and         
troubleshooting operating issues. In this feature, we examine how Italian          
manufacturers of advanced equipment are partnering with their North         
American customers to develop and enhance key workforce skill sets,          
keeping into account technological challenges and market       
developments.  

 

https://www.ice.it/en
https://www.machinesitalia.org/about-us
http://www.machinesitalia.org/associations
http://www.machinesitalia.org/associations
https://www.machinesitalia.org/magazine
http://www.sme.org/
https://www.sme.org/smemedia/manufacturing-engineering-magazine/may-2020/
https://www.sme.org/smemedia/smart-manufacturing-magazine/
https://www.sme.org/smemedia/smart-manufacturing-magazine/


 

North American companies who currently source machinery and technology         
from Italian solution providers in these sectors are welcomed to contribute           
their stories for interviews and article considerations: 

 
● Food production, processing, and preservation 
● Footwear, leather goods, and tanning 
● Plastics and rubber processing and molds  
● Textile  

 
Contact Mr. Ed Sinkora, Sinkora Swim Marketing, Office: (+1) (540) 940-3602,           
ed@sinkoraswim.com, www.sinkoraswim.com, and Mr. Bruce Morey, Senior       
Technical Editor, Manufacturing Engineering Magazine, bmorey@sme.org,      
Office: (+1) 313-425-3256, Cell/SMS (+1) 734-476-3846 directly at SME to          
share your company’s story, providing your contact information, name of the           
Italian company, what type(s) of machinery purchased/used. Also include, if          
possible the direct contact information (phone/email) for the individual at the           
Italian supplier so SME can follow up directly. 
 
Any information sent to writers at SME should get into the Elvis folders or to               
the writers by June 24, 2020. Submission prior June 24th, 2020 will provide             
enough time to evaluate the material and ask any questions before the writing             
deadline, which is July 24, 2020. 
  
Information, articles and images can be transferred to the following Elvis           
Platform accounts. Each is identified by either the feature we expect to write,             
or the general News Items location. 
 
➔ Machines Italia Magazine: Training Operators on Advanced Equipment 

https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=7CMr9e4 
 
Or 
➔ Machines Italia Magazine: News Items     

https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=Ls37lMf 
 

2. Robotics and Automation: What are the Latest Advances? The         
related fields of robotics and automation are advancing rapidly, with new           

mailto:ed@sinkoraswim.com
http://www.sinkoraswim.com/
mailto:bmorey@sme.org
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=7CMr9e4
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=Ls37lMf


 

technologies and strategies that can help manufacturers improve        
productivity while requiring smaller labor inputs. Italian manufacturers of         
automotive components, pharmaceutical glass manufacturing, furnaces      
for the glass industry, plastic thermoforming, smart packaging, PET         
plastics, and sheet metal parts are all leaders in this area. We explore             
what’s new in the automation options these sectors are supplying. 

 
North American companies who currently source machinery and technology         
from Italian solution providers in these sectors are welcomed to contribute           
their stories for interviews and article considerations: 

 
● Metallurgical 
● Packaging  
● Glass processing  

 
Contact Mr. Ed Sinkora, Sinkora Swim Marketing, Office: (+1) (540) 940-3602,           
ed@sinkoraswim.com, www.sinkoraswim.com, and Mr. Bruce Morey, Senior       
Technical Editor, Manufacturing Engineering Magazine, bmorey@sme.org,      
Office: (+1) 313-425-3256, Cell/SMS (+1) 734-476-3846directly at SME to         
share your company’s story, providing your contact information, name of the           
Italian company, what type(s) of machinery purchased/used. Also include, if          
possible the direct contact information (phone/email) for the individual at the           
Italian supplier so SME can follow up directly. 
 
Information, articles and images can be transferred to the following Elvis           
Platform accounts. Each is identified by either the feature we expect to write,             
or the general News Items location. 
 
➔ Machines Italia Magazine: Robotics and Automation 

https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=jYoXNhu 
 
Or 
➔ Machines Italia Magazine: News Items     

https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=Ls37lMf 
 

mailto:ed@sinkoraswim.com
http://www.sinkoraswim.com/
mailto:bmorey@sme.org
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=jYoXNhu
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=Ls37lMf


 

3. Developing Effective, Easy-to-Use Data Strategies that Enhance       
Productivity: With more data available from manufacturing processes,        
manufacturers need data strategies that not only enhance productivity         
but are transparent and easy to use for machining operators, engineers,           
and company management alike. This feature examines how Italian         
manufacturers are providing customers with the very latest tools to          
manage and use data being generated by their machines.  

 
North American companies who currently source machinery and technology         
from Italian solution providers in these sectors are welcomed to contribute           
their stories for interviews and article considerations: 

 
● Ceramic 
● Gears and transmissions 
● Fluid power 

 
Contact Ms. Ilene Wolff, Contributing Editor, ilenemwolff@gmail.com, Office:        
(+1) 248-543-8616, Cell/SMS (+1) 248-376-1407, Skype: ilene.wolff, and Mr.         
Bruce Morey, Senior Technical Editor, Manufacturing Engineering Magazine,        
bmorey@sme.org, Office: (+1) 313-425-3256, Cell/SMS (+1)      
734-476-3846directly at SME to share your company’s story, providing your          
contact information, name of the Italian company, what type(s) of machinery           
purchased/used. Also include, if possible the direct contact information         
(phone/email) for the individual at the Italian supplier so SME can follow up             
directly. 
 
Information, articles and images can be transferred to the following Elvis           
Platform accounts. Each is identified by either the feature we expect to write,             
or the general News Items location. 
 
➔ Machines Italia Magazine: Developing Effective, Easy-to-Use Data       

Strategies that Enhance Productivity    
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=CHQnrR7 

Or 
➔ Machines Italia Magazine: News Items     

https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=Ls37lMf 

mailto:bmorey@sme.org
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=CHQnrR7
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=Ls37lMf


 

 
4. A Light Touch for Heavy-Duty Machinery: Today, heavy-duty        

machinery needs to be more energy-efficient, capable of handling         
multiple applications, and of providing information about how it is          
operating. Italian producers are integrating new technologies at a rapid          
pace to accomplish all these goals, with products that are nimbler,           
easier to use, and capable of integrating with other machinery.  

 
North American companies who currently source machinery and technology         
from Italian solution providers in these sectors are welcomed to contribute           
their stories for interviews and article considerations: 

 
● Agriculture 
● Earthmoving and construction  
● Woodworking  

 
Contact Ms. Ilene Wolff, Contributing Editor, ilenemwolff@gmail.com, Office:        
(+1) 248-543-8616, Cell/SMS (+1) 248-376-1407, Skype: ilene.wolff, and Mr.         
Bruce Morey, Senior Technical Editor, Manufacturing Engineering Magazine,        
bmorey@sme.org, Office: (+1) 313-425-3256, Cell/SMS (+1) 734-476-3846       
directly at SME to share your company’s story, providing your contact           
information, name of the Italian company, what type(s) of machinery          
purchased/used. Also include, if possible the direct contact information         
(phone/email) for the individual at the Italian supplier so SME can follow up             
directly. 
 
Information, articles and images can be transferred to the following Elvis           
Platform accounts. Each is identified by either the feature we expect to write,             
or the general News Items location. 
 
➔ Machines Italia Magazine: A Light Touch for Heavy-Duty Machinery         

https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=XPa80vB 
Or 
➔ Machines Italia Magazine: News Items     

https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=Ls37lMf 
 

mailto:bmorey@sme.org
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=XPa80vB
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=Ls37lMf


 

5. After COVID-19: Planning for Manufacturing Recovery: As        
challenging as it can be, it’s vital to layout plans for the next stages,              
drawing the necessary lessons from the response to the epidemic.          
Issues like the safety of operators, ease of adjusting equipment to           
different tasks, and smart and remote servicing of machinery become          
more relevant in the aftermath of COVID-19. How are Italian industrial           
machinery manufacturers coping with these challenges? How do they         
plan to position their range of products within the new competitive           
context? Will decisions on whether to sell or to make (commercial vs.            
production presence) in the North American market be affected? 

 
North American companies who currently source machinery and technology         
from Italian solution providers in these sectors are welcomed to contribute           
their stories for interviews and article considerations: 

 
● Foundry  
● Graphic, converting, and paper 
● Marble and stone  

 
Contact Mr. Ed Sinkora, Sinkora Swim Marketing, Office: (+1) (540) 940-3602,           
ed@sinkoraswim.com, www.sinkoraswim.com, and Mr. Bruce Morey, Senior       
Technical Editor, Manufacturing Engineering Magazine, bmorey@sme.org,      
Office: (+1) 313-425-3256, Cell/SMS (+1) 734-476-3846 directly at SME to          
share your company’s story, providing your contact information, name of the           
Italian company, what type(s) of machinery purchased/used. Also include, if          
possible the direct contact information (phone/email) for the individual at the           
Italian supplier so SME can follow up directly. 
 
Information, articles and images can be transferred to the following Elvis           
Platform accounts. Each is identified by either the feature we expect to write,             
or the general News Items location. 
 
➔ Machines Italia Magazine: After COVID-19: Planning for Manufacturing        

Recovery    https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=ujr32mO 
Or 

mailto:ed@sinkoraswim.com
http://www.sinkoraswim.com/
mailto:bmorey@sme.org
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=ujr32mO


 

➔ Machines Italia Magazine: News Items     
https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=Ls37lMf 
 

Pack Expo International 2020 

Machines Italia, the Italian Trade Agency (ITA) and UCIMA, Italian Packaging 

Machinery Manufacturers' Association, will be attending Pack Expo 

International 2020, taking place in Chicago, (IL) from November 8 to 11,  with 

two (2) pavilions, featuring a number of Italian firms alongside the 

approximately seventy companies that are taking part independently.  

Pack Expo International is one of North America’s most prominent trade event 

for the latest in packaging machinery and equipment and Italian companies 

have often taken advantage of the show to present their latest technology. 

As well as providing support to Italian exhibitor companies, the ITA and 

UCIMA will hand out North American  promotional materials and provide 

detailed information on upcoming packaging technology events and 

exhibitions in Italy. 

For further information on the initiative, please contact  chicago@ice.it 

 

Robotics Summit And Expo 2020 

The 3rd edition of Robotics Summit and Expo, taking place in Boston, 

Massachusetts from September 24 to 25, 2020 will bring together, in one 

place, at one time, technical and business professionals from across the globe 

to share knowledge, experience and insights with the goal of driving robotics 

development and innovation forward. 

https://elvisdam.sme.org/?w=Ls37lMf
http://www.ucima.it/
http://www.packexpointernational.com/
http://www.packexpointernational.com/
https://packexpo20.mapyourshow.com/8_0/exhview/index.cfm?orsearchtype0=exhibitor&orsearchvalue0=02002980&orsearchdisplay0=Exhibitor&orsearchvaluedisplay0=Italian%20Trade%20Agency
mailto:chicago@ice.it
http://www.roboticssummit.com/


 

The Italian Trade Agency (ITA) will be attending the expo-conference to learn 

about the latest advanced manufacturing research and technology 

developments and connect with academia and industry professionals 

including the US government National Innovation Institute ARM - Advanced 

Robotics Manufacturing Institute and the National Science Foundation. In 

particular, ARM’s representative took part in the 2018 Advanced 

Manufacturing Conference in Milan, organized by ITA.  

Primary goal for ITA is to develop partnership opportunities between Italian 

companies and leading, US-based advanced manufacturing technology 

beacons like General Electric, Raytheon, United Technologies, Amazon, 

Boston Scientific, and Teradyne which are expected to exhibit at the expo. 

For further information on this initiative and to connect with ITA at the Robotics 

Summit and Expo please contact chicago@ice.it 

IMTS - International Manufacturing And Technology 

Show 

IMTS is the premier manufacturing technology show in North America and 

worldwide. 2020 is the 33rd edition of  the event which will take place from 

September 14 to 19, 2020 in Chicago, (IL). 2,000 exhibiting companies will 

occupy 1.3 million net square feet of exhibit space at the McCormick Place 

complex in Chicago, Illinois. IMTS is held every even-numbered year in 

Chicago and attracts more than 114,000 buyers and sellers from over 112 

countries.  

In consideration of the significance of IMTS, Machines Italia  will have 

participate along with UCIMU-SISTEMI PER PRODURRE, the Italian machine 

tool, robots, automation systems and ancillary products (NC, tools, 

http://www.imts.com/
https://www.ucimu.it/en/home/


 

components, accessories) manufacturers' association,  with a  booth #221005, 

located within the North Building, Level 2.5. 

Adding to the mix, within IMTS, Italy will have an additional 90+ companies 

exhibiting either directly or indirectly at the show. Manufacturers will display 

their equipment in product category pavilions: Metal Cutting: contains 

everything from machining centers and assembly automation to flexible 

manufacturing systems and lathes. Tooling & Workholding Systems: features 

jigs, fixtures, cutting tools of all types, and related accessories. Metal Forming 

& Fabricating/Laser Processes: home to waterjet, plasma-arc and laser 

systems, welding equipment, heat treating, and more. Other pavilions at IMTS 

include Abrasive Machining /Sawing/Finishing; Controls & CAD-CAM; EDM; 

Gear Generation; Motion Drive and Automation North America; Machine 

Components/ Cleaning/ Environmental and Quality Assurance. 

For further information on the initiative, please contact  chicago@ice.it 

FABTECH 2020 

FABTECH will bring,  as customary, a wealth of innovation and technology 

solutions to Las Vegas on November 18-20, 2020. More than 40,000 

attendees and over 1,700 exhibiting companies - including  40+ of Italy’s 

leading manufacturers, are expected to gather once again to celebrate metal 

manufacturing at its best.  

The event also provides educational sessions and expert-led presentations 

covering the latest trends and technology in the metal forming,  fabricating 

welding, and finishing industries. In addition to the latest in metal forming, 

fabricating, welding and finishing, FABTECH 2020 will showcase more 

https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00050302/UCIMU-Italian-Machine-Tools-Robots-Automation-Manufacture
https://directory.imts.com/8_0/exhibitor/00050302/UCIMU-Italian-Machine-Tools-Robots-Automation-Manufacture
mailto:chicago@ice.it
http://www.fabtechexpo.com/


 

manufacturing technology than ever before with its Smart Manufacturing 

Theater. 

For further information on the initiative, please contact  chicago@ice.it 

Machines Italia Awareness Survey 2020  

The purpose of Machines Italia Awareness Survey is to better understand the 

needs of North American buyers of capital goods such as machinery and 

equipment. 

We understand your time is precious therefore should you submit the 

completed questionnaire you will receive a copy of our new Machines Italia 

Magazine Volume XIII which will include some of the findings from this survey 

along with an entry in our iPad giveaway raffle (*). 

DEADLINE IS SET FOR JULY 3RD 2020! 

Estimated survey time is 10-15 minutes. 

(*) Winner will be randomly drawn from those who complete the survey by July 

3rd, 2020. 

TAKE SURVEY NOW!  

 

INDUSTRY NEWS 

CANADA 

mailto:chicago@ice.it
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GDK9H2N


 

AMUT North America..”Other Than That Just More 

Extruders!” 

AMUT continues to thrive and grow in North America thanks to if focus on PET 

recycling and post consumer products technology. “We just started the 

commissioning of two new PET Recycling Plants for Post-Consumer plastics 

at INDORAMA ECOMEX division for their VIRGIN PET plants.” Says Anthony 

George, President of the North American division of the Italian AMUT Group. 

“Indorama is the world’s largest fabricator of PET Resin and these are the 

second and third that they have purchased.  The fourth is now being 

fabricated by us in Italy to be installed later this year in the USA.  That will 

bring their total capacity to about 20 Metric Tons an hour of high-quality clean 

r-PET with our recycling technology.  They utilize this r-PET material in their 

resin production plant which meets the recycled contents requirements of their 

clients in the production of new water soft drink bottles and packaging 

products.  Even surpassing California State requirements. 

Additionally, we installed the fourth r-PET sheet extrusion line at our client 

Nu-B in Montreal.  Their 4th AMUT SHEET LINE, all four line produce sheet 

for thermoforming packaging application, is equipped with the EREMA 

Reactor which allows them to meet the requirements of FDA in the USA and 

Canadian Health Board for post-consumer r-PET, at 100%, in direct food 

contact applications.  The line produces over 1,8000 Kgs/Hr. 

We also recently installed a new SUPER HEAT AMUT EXTRUDER at 

GreenMantra in Brantford, Ontario, which turns post-consumer plastics into 

high quality wax.  This AMUT EA180 mm with an L/D of 48 to 1 has many 

special features to take the waste plastic above the FLASH point of plastics, 

https://www.amutgroup.com/en/
https://www.indoramaventures.com/en/worldwide/816/indorama-ventures-ecomex-s-de-rl-de-cv
http://greenmantra.com/


 

without any risks.  Of course, the waxing technology is a patented process 

which was developed by GreenMantra, where we supplied only the front 

section of the complete process.  So our extruders are available to accomplish 

these extreme goals and objectives. 

Of course there is our AMUT-COMI High Speed Thermoforming line that was 

recently installed at THERMO-TECH in Mississauga, another arriving next 

month for GUYCAN, while HICKMAN FARMS in Arizona is received their 

second machine to produce r-PET egg cartons!  Their new sheet line is 

shipping at the end of the month and is similar to the Nu-B 4th line as it is also 

equipped with the EREMA reactor to meet FDA and CHB approval for direct 

food contact.” 

“Other than that, just more AMUT extruders.” concludes Georges with a 

swagger. 

ORC System To Generate 5mw Carbon-neutral 

Powershing In Saskatchewan 

Turboden S.p.A has concluded a contract to provide the Meadow Lake Tribal 

Council (MLTC), representing nine Indigenous First Nations in Saskatchewan, 

Canada, with a 8,000 kW Organic Rankine Cycle (ORC) power generation 

system that uses sawmill residual woody biomass as fuel. 

The carbon-neutral power project, operating under the name of the MLTC 

Bioenergy Centre, will be located near Meadow Lake, Saskatchewan within 

the traditional territory of the nine First Nations of the Meadow Lake Tribal 

Council (MLTC). The green power generation facility, with major equipment 

supplied by Turboden, is a project of the Meadow Lake Tribal Council, 

supported with funding from the Government of Canada. The facility will 

https://www.thermotec.com/
http://www.guycan.ca/
https://hickmanseggs.com/
https://www.turboden.com/


 

produce electricity from an ORC system(Note) utilizing Turboden’s technology, 

with biomass fuel derived from residual wood waste from the adjacent, 

MLTC-owned NorSask Forest Products LP (NorSask) sawmill as heating fuel. 

The system is expected to produce 6,600kW (net) of carbon neutral baseload 

electricity to power approximately 5,000 homes. The project is expected to 

decrease greenhouse gas emissions by more than one million tonnes over 25 

years (equivalent to CO2 emission of more than 50,000 vehicles per year), as 

well as significantly reduce smoke and other harmful particulate matter, 

improving the local air quality conditions. In addition to the generated 

electricity, the cogeneration system design provides process heat to the 

NorSask sawmill buildings as well as new high efficiency lumber dry kiln, 

which will reduce natural gas consumption and also improve the economics of 

Canada’s largest 100% Indigenous-owned sawmill facility. 

Turboden’s binary cycle power generation system has as its core component 

an Organic Rankine Cycle (ORC) turbine, which uses as the boiling medium 

organic material with a low boiling point, such as a fluorocarbon or 

hydrocarbon-based material. This permits the use of relatively 

low-temperature heat sources such as biomass, factory waste heat, and 

geothermal energy. The system can generate up to 40,000kW of electricity, 

and can be easily installed in non-fuel producing regions or areas lacking 

water resources, such as inland areas, deserts, and islands. It is also able to 

provide stable power generation without being subject to the weather or other 

factors. 

Turboden S.p.A., a group company of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, is an Italian 

firm that designs, manufactures and maintains Organic Rankine Cycle (ORC) 

systems, highly suitable for distributed generation, which produce electric and 

thermal power exploiting multiple sources. 



 

Source: Turbomachinery International 

Italian - Canadian, Cross  Province, Multidisciplinary 

Ingenuity And  Collaboration To Help Fight Covid 19 

Dr. Francesco Donatelli, an Italian-trained Associate Professor at the 

Department of Anesthesia at the Montreal General Hospital was searching 

for help designing and manufacturing a non-invasive oxygen therapy hood, 

modelled on the helmets used by doctors in Italy, to treat the country’s 

devastating number of COVID-19 patients. 

The helmet used in Italy’s hospitals is made of lightweight, rigid plastic. It 

can be used for non-invasive ventilation and CPAP therapy (continuous 

positive airway pressure). Patients who wear the hood are still able to 

speak, drink and listen. 

Since the respiratory support hoods do not require intubation or a 

ventilator, they could help preserve Quebec’s supply of sedation drugs and 

ventilators for the most seriously ill, says Donatelli and, consequently, also 

help reduce ICU admissions. 

But despite high demand from around the world, the original hood was no 

longer available as Italy’s government ordered the European manufacturer 

to halt exportation of the device to preserve the stock for its own 

population.  

That didn’t deter Donatelli. The specialist started working on designing and 

manufacturing a Canadian version with his team of volunteers. 

https://www.turbomachinerymag.com/orc-system-to-generate-5mw-carbon-neutral-power/


 

This is when the Montreal General Hospital team crossed path with 

Jonathan Theriault, a mechanical engineer who now works for 

Dehumidified Air Solutions in Montreal. First, Theriault reverse-engineered 

the Italian hood sample that was sent his way. After receiving some 

medical specifications from Dr. Donatelli, he embarked on a first design 

that would require as few custom parts as possible. Raw materials were 

hard to come by and the engineer knew creating custom machinery would 

be expensive and time-consuming. 

Finally, Juan Rodriguez, President of  Avicam Technologies, a medical 

device manufacturer located in London, Ontario offered their services and 

expertise to produce prototypes of the hood.    Avicam Technologies also 

makes 3D printed face shields for health-care workers.” 

Rodriguez and his staff took Jonathan Theriault’s design and “just tweaked 

it,” and after several on-line meetings, manufactured several working 

prototypes, that are being tested and refined.  Once obtained the required 

the regulatory approvals the oxygen-therapy hood will become a useful tool 

to treat Covid 19 patients and patients with respiratory issues 

Source: CTV News 

OMAP TOOLS: Excellence In Motorized Tool Holders 

50 Years In The Making 

OMAP Tools was among the first companies in Italy to specialize in the 

production of rotating modules and construction elements for the machine 

tools industry. That was back in 1970. 

https://dehumidifiedairsolutions.com/
https://www.avicamtech.com/medical-products/
https://www.avicamtech.com/medical-products/
http://www.omaptools.it/en/about/


 

Now, 50 years later, the company has become a beacon for motorized tool 

holders, angular heads and tool holders in the steel, wood & alloys industries, 

collaborating with the major CNC machine tool manufacturing companies 

worldwide.  This thanks to its uncompromised commitment to advanced 

technology, reliability and quality which encompasses all the phases of its 

products lifecycle. 

In order to better serve and grow its North American customers, OMP Tools is 

looking for Canadian partners to distribute and service its equipment. 

To learn more about partnership opportunities with OMP Tools please contact 

toronto@ice.it 

Gorreri’s Processing Technology For The Baking 

Industry 

Since its inception, in 1987, Gorreri has been striving to provide advanced and 

customized processing technology and solutions for the baking industry. The 

more challenging the task the better Gorreri is able to deliver.  From complete 

lines to dosing, cutting, mixing, filling, writing and printing systems and 

solutions. For the production of cupcakes, macarons, brownies, eclairs, pies, 

cheesecakes and more. 

Any Gorreri equipment is engineered and manufactured following a specific 

constructive philosophy that makes unique and inimitable our products. 

● Optimize is better that wasting space and time 

● Clean is better than dirt 

● Easy is better than hard 

● Neat is better than disorganized 

http://www.gorreri.com/


 

● Strong is better than fragile 

Gorreri in numbers: 

● 32 years of activity 

● 50 years of know-how and experience in the equipment engineering for 

the confectionary industry 

● 120 Sponge Cake lines in the world that produce automatically without 

interruptions 

● 5000 square meters of the new productive establishment that will be 

inaugurated in the 2019 

● 6 different capacities of our PLANETMIXERS 

● 0 as comparable machineries to Gorreri Technologies for performance, 

strength and constructive quality. 

● Unique. As TURBOMIXER 

● Endless. The shapes and products typologies feasible with our 

technologies 

In order to better serve and grow its North American customers, Gorreri is 

looking for Canadian partners to distribute, install and service its equipment. 

To learn more about partnership opportunities with Gorreri please contact 

toronto@ice.it 

SOLIANI EMC: Electromagnetic Shielding Solutions For 

The Aerospace, Automotive And ITC Industries 

Soliani, since 1984 leader in the production and sale of electromagnetic 

shielding articles, has specialized over the years in a wide range of solutions 

mailto:toronto@ice.it
https://www.solianiemc.com/


 

that are used in various sectors: aeronautical, defense, naval, industrial, 

space, automotive and medical. 

Its products - certified to the highest international industry standards - include, 

Faraday bags, conductive adhesives and sealants, shielded rooms, automatic 

deposition of conductive silicone, EMI/EMC fingers strip, shielded honeycomb 

air vent, EMI shielded windows, EPDM conductive gasket EMC/NBC, 

electrically conductive silicone gasket, HEMP EMC TEMPEST RFI EMP 

shielded doors, EMI/RFI shielding gaskets, IP65 / EMI EMC IP 65 sealed 

gaskets, radar absorbent materials, conductive mask tape EMI/EMC, 

conductive non-woven, shielding rfid cards, shielding cable, shielding of 

magnetic fields, thermally conductive silicone, EMI/EMC shielded bellows, 

shielded tent, shielding conductive textile fabrics, electromagnetic shielding 

test, EMC electrically conductive paints.  

In order to better serve and grow its North American customers, SOLIANI 

EMC is looking for Canadian partners to distribute, install and service its 

equipment. 

To learn more about partnership opportunities with SOLIANI EMC please 

contact toronto@ice.it 

 

MEXICO 

The Conclusion Of The Negotiation On The New Global 

EU Mexico Agreement Has Been Announced 

mailto:toronto@ice.it


 

The recently announced novel agreement will replace the previous 

arrangement and represent the new institutional framework for relations 

between the European Union and Mexico. The treaty has an ambitious and 

particularly advanced structure which will probably be an example for 

negotiations with other Central and South American countries. It includes 

provisions on sustainable development and the effective implementation of the 

Paris climate agreements, the protection of human rights and political 

cooperation. It is also the first agreement that the European Union signs with a 

Latin American country with specific investment protection rules and the first 

ever to include measures to combat corruption and money laundering. 

The most substantial part of the Global Agreement is dedicated to new trade 

liberalizations. The negotiated text reads that almost all trade in goods 

between the EU and Mexico will be duty free, including in the agricultural 

sector. Simplification of customs procedures will benefit the Union industry, 

including the pharmaceutical industry, machinery and transport equipment. 

This is an agreement with very positive clauses for the Italian agri-food sector 

and, in the Agreement, it also provides for the recognition of 340 European 

Geographical Indications, which will be guaranteed against imitations and 

counterfeits, including 33 Italian PDO / PGI and 31 of Italian wine. 

Trade in goods and services between the European Union and Mexico has 

grown by an average of 8% per year since 2000, the year of the previous 

trade agreement. In 2019 the EU - Mexico trade exchange had a total value of 

85 billion euros, with a surplus on the European side of 39 billion euros. 

Mexico trade is now heavily reliant on the United States as its main export 

market. In fact, 75% of its exports end up North of the border.   The  USMCA 

or T-MEC agreement (old NAFTA) has strengthened its ties to both the US 

and Canada. The Agreement with the EU represents for Mexico an important 



 

step in the direction of a greater and more balanced differentiation of trade 

flows. 

Italy’s ENI Makes Important Oil Discoveries In Mexico 

Six relevant oil discoveries, for an estimated  339 million barrels, have been 

made in Mexico during the first months of 2020. One of these discoveries was 

from the Italian-based, multi-national company  ENI.  

ENI’s deposit amounts to 143 million barrels of oil and 68 thousand square 

feet of gas. 

The other five discoveries have been made by PEMEX, for a total of 102 

million barrels of oil and 186 thousand square feet of gas. 

ENI first began working with Mexico in 1967, with the Agip Petroleum 

Company. Since 2015, our exploration and hydrocarbon development 

activities have been concentrated offshore of the country. 

 

Nissan-Renault And Mitsubishi Establish A New 

Strategic Global Alliance  

Nissan-Renault and Mitsubishi have announced a news strategic global 

strategy.  As a result of this alliance, which aims to generate a more efficient 

use of available resources, each company will focus on  specific regions and 

markets. While Renault will be in charge of the European market, Mitsubishi 

will handle the Southeast Asian markets and Nissan will concentrate on the 

North American region. 

http://www.eni.com/


 

Nissan currently has production  plants both in Mexico and the USA and an 

engineering development facility in the USA. 

According to the new strategy, each company will develop a “pilot/mother” 

vehicle platform which will be later adapted by the other two companies to 

their markets and needs. 

The strategy will likely boost Nissan foothold in North America and particularly 

in Mexico. 

 

USA 

Italy’s Enel Turns On 3 Wind Generation Parks In Usa 

And Canada 

Enel is fastly expanding in the renewable energy market in the USA and 

Canada thanks to its subsidiary Enel Green Power North America.  Its latest 

achievements include the addition of  50 Megawatts generating power to the 

High Lonesome, Upton, Crokett County (TX) wind park, whose total power 

generation capability now totals 500 Megawatts - the largest in Enel’s 

renewable energy portfolio worldwide. Most recently, Enel connected two wind 

power parks in Riverview, (105 Megawatts), and Caste Rock Ridge, (phase 2, 

29.4 Megawatts) (AB) in Canada. These projects are meant to supply clean 

energy to manufacturing companies and industrial and commercial clients in 

both Canada and the USA. 

According to Mr Antonio Cammisecra, Enel Green Power’s CEO, in the first 3 

months of 2020, the Italian based group incremented its global  power 

https://www.enelgreenpower.com/


 

generation capacity of 400 MW through various projects  thus confirming its 

commitment to sustainability and a zero emission future.  

Pegaso Industries Inaugurates New North American 

Headquarters In Georgia 

Pegaso Industries S.p.A. an Italian maker of auxiliary equipment has established 

Plastic Systems US in Atlanta to serve the North American market. The new 

subsidiary will help it grow the local market, including auxiliary equipment for 

extrusion, injection molding, blow molding and processing of PET. It joins Plastic 

Systems Shanghai, Plastic Systems Latin America and Plastic Systems India, which 

reportedly generate consolidated turnover of €70 million ($78 million) and employ 

more than 400 people worldwide. 

The company has hired industry veteran Michael Smith as VP of sales and service. 

Smith told Plastics Technology that the new headquarters covers 8000-ft2 and is 

located in the Airport Commerce Center-East Point, approximately two miles from 

the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport. Smith said that initial staffing 

includes an administrative assistant, service engineer, project engineer and himself. 

The company is currently recruiting a sales and area manager, as well as a service 

tech and spare parts manager. 

Plastic Systems US new facility, inaugurated in Februry 2020,  provides 

warehousing, demonstrations, spare parts inventory, a training center, sub-assembly 

and support service and sales.  

Source: Plastics Technology 

 

Bovone Locates First U.S. Facility In North Carolina 

https://www.ptonline.com/news/pegaso-industries-announces-new-north-american-headquarters


 

Bovone, an Italian manufacturer of machinery and technologies for the second 

processing of flat glass and natural and synthetic stones, has selected Rockingham 

County and Reidsville, North Carolina for its first North American headquarters.  

The company’s product lines are structured in two main areas of excellence: the 

product line consisting of stand-alone machines,  for grinding, bevelling and washing 

of glass and stone;  and the product line dedicated to complete plants for the 

silvering (coating) and layering of glass. These two areas are integrated to create the 

fully automated BRS Bovone Robotic System grinding islands.  Bovone was founded 

in 1954 and is based in Ovada Italy in the Province of Alessandria.  

Bovone’s Reidsville facility was the former Harley Davidson Dealership but it now 

accommodated the company commercial offices, a spare parts warehouse and a 

mechanical workshop. 

“We are excited about this new venture,” said Federica Bovone, president of 

Bovone. “Bovone has been successfully selling its machines in the United States for 

45 years and the time has come that we expand into this market with a physical 

location so we can continue to effectively and efficiently meet the demands of our 

loyal customer base.  Thanks to all who made this project possible and a special 

thank you to the local Rockingham County and Reidsville economic development 

organizations as well as the Economic Development Partnership of North Carolina 

who helped us navigate this complex process.” 

The new headquarters is a strategic decision aimed to answer market demand in 

synergy with Bovone’s distributor in the area, Salem Distributing Company in 

Winston-Salem. The new headquarters will consolidate the presence of the brand in 

a market that, year after year, continues to value Italian made technologies.  With 

this new location, Bovone will be able to guarantee faster response times and even 

more efficient sales support.  

Bovone chose to locate its North American headquarters in North Carolina because 

of the state’s rich history in the furniture industry, a leading sector for glass. In 

https://bovone.com/


 

addition, the company was also attracted to the fact that the state has been ranked 

as one of the top five pro-business states in the country by Forbes magazine. 

 “We are thrilled that Bovone chose Rockingham County and Reidsville for its first 

U.S. operation.  To have another international company invest in our county proves 

that the economy is strong and that our strategic location for reaching major U.S. 

markets continues to be attractive to companies looking to move product to market in 

a timely manner ,” said Leigh Cockram, director of the Rockingham County Center 

for Economic Development, Small Business & Tourism.  “It’s also exciting to see the 

repurposing of a previously vacant commercial building.” 

Reidsville’s Mayor Jay Donecker adds, “This is another example of how strong the 

Reidsville economy is and how assets such as Interstate 785 and other infrastructure 

investments are paying dividends.   Reidsville is also becoming a hotbed of 

international companies with over $50 million in Foreign Direct Investment in the past 

18 months.  We welcome Bovone to Team Reidsville.” 

Source: Rockingham County Center for Economic Development, Small Business & 

Tourism 

Sofidel Group Invests $360 Million In Oklahoma Plant 

Italian tissue manufacturer Sofidel Group anticipates an early June grand opening for 

its $360 million plant in Inola, a spokesman for the company said. 

A total of 350 people will be employed at the 1.8 million-square-foot facility, which is 

expected to be fully operational by sometime this summer, spokesman Enrique 

Garay said. 

In terms of sheer size, Sofidel’s footprint is among the most spacious in the state. It 

is smaller than the four-story Amazon fulfillment center (about 2.5 million square feet 

of workspace) scheduled to open in Tulsa late this year. But the Rogers County 

facility is 38% bigger than the Macy fulfillment center built just north of Tulsa in 2015. 

https://www.gorockinghamcountync.com/italian-machinery-producer-selects-rockingham-county-reidsville-for-first-u-s-facility/
https://www.gorockinghamcountync.com/italian-machinery-producer-selects-rockingham-county-reidsville-for-first-u-s-facility/


 

In addition, Sofidel’s Oklahoma facility represents the largest manufacturing 

investment in the state in recent years, surpassing the Durant’s Commercial Metals 

Co. (about $350 million) in 2015, according to Leslie Blair, spokeswoman with the 

Oklahoma Department of Commerce. 

Inola will be Sofidel’s second greenfield investment in the United States and the 

group’s largest greenfield investment in this country, in terms of surface. A greenfield 

investment is a project “where foreign investors establish a new business or expand 

an existing business on U.S. soil,” according to the Bureau of Economic Analysis. 

The Rogers County campus is an integrated facility, incorporating both the paper 

mill, where pulp is transformed into paper, and a converting plant, which produces 

the finished product. The site will be capable of producing 120,000 tons of tissue 

annually. 

Spread out over 240 acres within the Inola River Rail Industrial Park, the site could 

double its capacity in a phase two, which could increase the job total to 600, the 

company said. 

From its Italy headquarters, Sofidel coordinates the activities of 19 companies 

throughout Europe and the United States. Founded in 1966, it is among the global 

leaders in tissue production for items such as toilet paper, napkins, paper towels and 

handkerchiefs. The company’s best-known brand is Regina. 

Source Tulsa World  

 

https://www.tulsaworld.com/business/nothing-to-sneeze-at-italian-tissue-manufacturer-plans-june-opening/article_9bab25f0-e432-50a4-a6eb-16a3ca5f679f.html

